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made up the core of the Crimson Tide receiving 
corps. What was at best a question mark in 2004 
should be a Bama football strength this season. 
See Page 16, Barry Fikes Photo 


Football Notebook: 
Look Who's Consulting On Defense 5 


Alabama's football coaching staff didn’t stop work with the end of spring practice, The stalf has plans to 
make and has begun 2006 recruiting tasks. The coaches will also make evaluations of spring practice, 


as have we. by Mitch Dobbs 
Spring Signees: 

Men’s Basketball 

Early Departure Brings Harris In 9 


Alabama Men's Basketball Assistant Coach Orlando Early was selected as head coach at Louisiana- 
Monroe. Tide Head Coach Mark Gottfried had a bit of a surprising choice as Early’s replacement. 
by Kirk McNair 


New Women's Basketball Coach: 
The Goal Is National Championship 10 


Stephany Smith made an excellent impression as someone who was not only qualified to be Alabama's 
head women's basketball coach, but also someone who wanted the job very much. She has the job and 


she has some lofty goals. by Kirk McNair 
Rudy Griffin: 
His Story Has Hollywood Ending 12 


An unsung high school football prospect made his way to The Citadel, where he was unhappy with the 
military atmosphere. He improved as a player and walked on at Alabama, and now he looks forward to 
his second (and final) year as a starter on the Crimson Tide defensive line. by Mitch Dobbs 


Soph Wide Receivers: 
Weakness Becomes Strength 16 


Going into 2004, Alabama Head Football Coach Mike Shula knew he was going to have to depend on 
young, inexperienced wide receivers. They didn't let him down. And this year four men who were 


freshmen last year make the position a strong one for the Crimson Tide. by Greg Wallace 
Gabe Scott: 
One Last Chance Pays Off For Tide 20 


There was a time when Gabe Scott could have given up on an Alabama baseball career. But he decided 
to stick it out and now the only ones upset with his decision are opposing teams, and particularly op- 
posing pitchers, as Scott has become one of the top hitters in the SEC. by Peter Edmund 


Football Recruiting: 
Academic Update On 2005 Signees 24 


Although most news in upcoming months will be on 2006 recruiting, such as the commitment of 
Hoover safety Andy Davis to Alabama, attention continues on the class of 2005 as academics will play a 


part in which 25 signees enter The University. by Andrew Bone 
Where Are They Now? 
Kendrick Continues To Compete 26 
After an All-America football career, Kermit Kendrick earned his law degree and now competes in the 
courtroom as a Birmingham attorney. by Erik Stinnett 


The Departments 


2005 Alabama Football Schedule By 
Scorecard 28 
Spring Sports Results 30 


MAY, 2005/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide www.BamaMag.com 3 


P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
(205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 


MA 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 


It’s Like Having 
"BAMA MAGAZINE 
Come Every Day! 


No one covers Alabama athletics like the writers and photographers of 
*BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE, and you can get all their expertise 
24 hours per day, seven days per week, 52 weeks per year at 

aMag.com 
New stories every day! 

Message boards with your questions answered by Kirk McNair, 
Mitch Dobbs, and Andrew Bone from "Bama, and dozens of experts 
on the Scout.Com Network! Live chat sessions! 

Pictures from the practice field, and recruiting visits! 


Log On Today 
And 


Keep Up With The Crimson Tide! 
www.BamaMag.com 


"BAMA is proud to have as its 


advertising sponsor 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


PORTS\iediausA 


Editorial & Staff 


Directory 

Publisher: Lynne MeNait 

Editor: Kirk McNair 

Assistant to the Publisher: Vera Dowdle 
Photo Editor: Barry Fikes 

Assistant Editor: Mitch Dobbs 

Antist: Dan Proctor 


Contributing Writers: 
Andrew Bone, Tyler Christian, 
Peter Edmund, Donna Fromme, 
John Hayden, Jonathan Menard, 
Erik Stinnett, Andrew Varble TI, 
Greg Wallace 


Contributing Photographers: 
Butch Dill, Kent Gidley, Tom Neil 
Spectrum-Southeast, University of Alabama 


Computer Consultant: 
Stuart MeNair, Stuart@TheMcNairs.com 


Publishing Information 
"BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is pub- 
lished monthly for ten months Irom August 
to May by College Sports Publications, Inc., 
2116 8th Sur Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 
Editorial office is located at 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401-2134. 
POSTMASTER: Send change of address 
to ‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON 
TIDE, RO, Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35486-0054. 

Periodicals postage paid at Tuscaloc 
Alabama, and at additional mailing office. 


Subscription rate is $35.00 per year. Foreign 
subscriptions $10.00 per additional. Change 
of address: Six weeks advance notice, and 
old address as well as new required. Address 
all correspondence to: Post Office Box 
866104, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486-0054 
Not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts 
or photographs unless accompanied by re- 
turn postage. Copyright © 2005 College 
Sports Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 


written permission is prohibited 
“BAMA is an independent publication, not 
associated with The University of Alabama, 


CHARTER MEMBER 


CSPA 


College Sports 
Publishers Association 


PO. Box 319 
Granger, IN 46530 
(674)271-8116 


www.BamaMag,com 


“BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MAY, 2005 


Football Notebook: 


Look Who's Consulting On Defense 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Bama football coaching 
staff stays busy; also, a 
look back at spring training 


he life of a football coach is rarely 
Tee at home, That’ true even in the 

so-called “off season,” There will be 
some vacation time this summer, but the end 
of spring football practice didn’t mean the 
end of football. There is planning and evalua- 
tion and a new step in recruiting, a month of 
“evaluation” of upcoming prospects. 

Prior to going on the road to evaluate 
prospects, the Crimson Tide offensive coach- 
es were in Miami meeting with Coach Larry 
Coker’s Hurricanes staff. Meanwhile, back in 
Tuscaloosa, Defensive Coordinator Joe Kines 
and other defensive assistants met with Bill 
“Brother” Oliver, the former Bama defensive 
coordinator who is now a coaching consul- 
tant. 

Alabama’ coaching stalf entered recruiting 
mode for four weeks beginning April 25. The 
NCAA has a recruiting window on the calen- 
dar from April 15-May 21. A school may have 
its coaches in high schools for a total of four 
weeks (the days designated in advance by the 
school) during that time, Alabama selected 
four consecutive weeks beginning April 25. 

As in other off-campus recruiting activity, a 
school may have no more than seven coaches 
off campus at the same time. Alabama will or- 
dinarily not have Head Coach Mike Shula, 
Defensive Coordinator Joe Kines, or Offen- 
sive Coordinator David Rader in off-campus 
recruiting activity. 

This spring period is actually not recruit- 
ing, because the coaches will have no contact 
with the prospects or their families. It is an 
evaluation period. And a coach may make 
two visits to the school of the same prospect— 
once to evaluate him athletically (for in- 
stance, by watching him in spring practice) 
and once to secure academic information, 
usually by speaking with a guidance coun- 
selor. 

Although the head coach would be unlikely 
to participate in this evaluation procedure, 
the NCAA is thought to be near to legislating 
that the head coach not be permitted to go 
off campus for this purpose, 

Alabama's coaches will visit many high 
schools in the state, but will also venture out 
of state to evaluate prospects. 

Alabama coaches’ recruiting territories 
(subject to change) are: 
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John Parker Wilson signed with Alabama in 2004, but delayed entry into The University until the 


spring semester. He took part in spring practice and emerged as the Crimson Tide's number two quar- 


terback. 


Sparky Woods, who is off-campus recruit- 
ing coordinator, has West Alabama, North 
Mississippi, West Tennessee and East Tenn- 
essee. 

Chris Ball has North Alabama, Middle 
Tennessee, Central Florida, and California. 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Bob Connelly has South Alabama, South 
Georgia, the Florida Panhandle, and Dallas 

Charlie Harbison has Atlanta, Memphis, 
and Louisiana except New Orleans. 

Paul Randolph has the Montgomery area, 
along with Atlanta and Miami. 


Date Opponent 
Sept.3 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 10 Southern Miss 
Sept. 17 South Carolina 
Sept. 24 Arkansas 
Oct.1 Florida 
Oct. 15 Mississippi 
Oct. 22 Tennessee 
Oct. 29 Utah State (Homecoming) 
Nov.5 Mississippi State 
Nov. 12 LSU 
Nov. 19 Auburn 
Dec. 3 SEC Championship Game 


2005 Alabama Football Schedule 


Site Series Record 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 33-6-2 
Columbia Alabama leads, 10-2-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 9-6-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 19-12-0 
Oxford Alabama leads, 41-9-2 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-37-7 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Starkville Alabama leads, 71-15-3 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-20-5 
Auburn Alabama leads, 38-30-1 
Atlanta Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 
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Dave Ungerer (who has been recovering 
from leg surgery) has the Gadsden/Anniston 
area, the Tri-Cities area, Atlanta, and 
Tampa/St. Petersburg area. 

Buddy Wyatt has the Mobile area, South 
Mississippi, the New Orleans area, the 
Houston area, and the Jacksonville (Florida) 
area. 

Following the evaluation period, Bama 
coaches will be involved in Crimson Tide 
summer football camps. Randy Ross, 
Alabama's director of football operations, 
will shift from coordinating recruiting activ- 
ity to overseeing (with Tim Bowens) the 
camp operations. 

Information about the football camps may 
be obtained by calling (205) 348-0808 or by 
going to RollTide.com (where information 
on all athletics camps conducted by The 
University of Alabama may be obtained) or 
MikeShula.com internet site. 

The camp for players entering the second 
through eighth grades will be June 4-5. 
Ninth-12th grade players may camp June 
13-15. There are two senior-only, one-day 
mini-camps, one on June 11 and one on 
June 12. 

Prior to the recruiting evaluation period, 
Tide coaches were working with players in 
conditioning periods. NCAA rules allow 
football coaches to work with their position 
players in strictly conditioning work in the 
off-season. There is no football, no football 
equipment, and no coaching of football. 
This work is in addition to what the players 
do with the strength and conditioning 
coaches as a part of the off-season regimen. 


s spring games go, Alabama's 2005 A- 

Day on March 19 was a positive ex- 

perience. First, no one was seriously 
injured. Secondly, it was a good representa- 
tion of the Tide’s other two scrimmages of 
the spring. That helps coaches better know 
the true make-up of their players and helps 
fans get a fair accounting of how players 
have done in the spring. 

Gauging a player or group of players on 
the basis of one glorified scrimmage can 
often be misleading because it is very easy 
for coaches to stack the deck in favor of one 
group or another by limiting what schemes 
can be used or by matching up different of- 
fensive and defensive units. 

The offense and the defense were scaled 
down for Alabama's A-Day game so players 
could run and make plays and worry less 
about remembering complicated assign- 
ments, and that’s exactly what happened. 

In all three of the spring scrimmages 
Alabama’ first team offense went against the 
first team defense, something Mike Shula 
has done consistently since becoming head 
coach, 

Gauging players on the basis of one per- 
formance can be dangerous, while looking 
at combined performances in the three 
scrimmages may give a more complete view. 
A look at the combined statistics for the 


6 


Kenneth Darby got an opportunity to be Alabama's number one halfback last season after Ray Hudson 
was injured, But as part of Bama’s horrible injury luck, Darby also suffered an injury. He has begun re- 


habilitation following surgery and expects to be ready to play in 2005. 


scrimmages reveal strengths and weakness- 
es. 

Unfortunately, there were no stats for 
number one quarterback Brodie Croyle, who 
was held out of all full scrimmages as he re- 
covered from the knee injury that ended his 
season last year. It was obvious what Croyle 
could do before the injury, and his work in 
seven-on-seven drills had Shula and Rader 
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saying that Croyle was as sharp as they had 
ever seen him. 

The other two scholarshipped quarter- 
backs posted similar numbers over the 
course of the spring. Mare Guillon complet- 
ed 52.5 per cent of his passes, 32-for-61 for 
total of 416 yards. He threw two touchdown 
passes and three interceptions. 

John Parker Wilson had a 52.6 completion 
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percentage, connecting on 41-of-78 passes 
for 466 yards. Wilson had five touchdown 
passes and six interceptions, Wilson ap- 
pears poised to win the important back-up 
job to Croyle due to Wilson's great upside 
potential. Wilson delayed his enrollment 
out of high school, and therefore will be a 
true freshman in the fall. 

Wilson is still a member of the Tide base- 
ball team, but he has not dressed for a game 
this year because Jim Wells is planning to 
redshirt him, 

Combined receiving statistics over three 
scrimmages indicates why Tide coaches 
have been so impressed with Zeke Knight. 
Knight had 12 catches for 145 yards and 
four touchdowns in the three scrimmages 
For comparison, Knight had 10 catches in 
all of 2004, 

Though he was shut out at A-Day, junior 
Tyrone Prothro was the second-leading re- 
ceiver in the spring with 8 receptions for 143 
yards and two touchdowns. Coaches know 
what the rising junior is capable of doing on 
the field, and he was brilliant as a pass-catch- 
er in the two scrimmages prior to A-Day. 

Matt Caddell had five catches for 103 yards 
in the spring, four of which came in the first 
scrimmage. Nick Walker had four receptions 
for 78 yards even though he was hurt early in 
the first scrimmage after his first catch. 
Walker did not play in the second scrimmage 
and had three receptions at A-Day. 

Three other players had four receptions 
during spring, They were Matt Miller (for 60 
yards), Keith Brown (49 yards) and Rashad 
Johnson (28 yards), Marcus McKnight had 
three catches for 51 yards in the spring, all 
at A-Day. 

Though Shula descrihed the ue sopho- 
more-to-be as a leader in winter condition- 
ing, returning starter DJ Hall had a very 
quiet spring with only two catches for 36 
yards. He had one catch in each of the first 
iwo scrimmages. 

The rushing statistics demonstrate why so 
much attention will be focused on players 
who were not available in the spring when 
fall practice begins August 8. 

The leading rusher in the combined spring 
scrimmages was walk-on Rashad Johnson. 
Johnson, Theo Townsend and Aaron Johns 
mixed in with the first- and second-string 
offensive units 

Johnson had 23 rush attempts for 100 
yards (4.35 yards per carry). Johns had 24 
attempts for 82 yards (3.41 ype) in two 
scrimmages. He did not have a rush attempt 
at A-Day alier twisting his ankle on a pass 
reception carly in the scrimmage. Townsend 
finished the spring with 70 yards on 18 car- 
ries in three scrimmages (3.88 ype) and 
Trevino Pope had 45 yards on 18 attempts 
(2.5 ype). LéRon McClain had 7 rush at- 
tempts for 12 yards (1.7 ype). 


ine Notes: While those in the 
Alabama camp can be expected to be 


most interested in the health of quar- 
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WHAT IT MEANS 
To BE CRIMSON TIDE 


GENE STALLINGS AND ALABAMA’S 
GREATEST PLAYERS 


Alabama football means championships and All-Americans and, for 
many, memories of a man in a houndstooth hat. Some 60 former 
Alabama players who performed in Crimson and White over a 75-year 
period tell us WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE, and many remem- 
ber Paul “Bear” Bryant. His time as a Bama player, assistant coach, and 


been national championships 
won under Wallace Wade and 
Frank Thomas and Gene 
Suallings. And part of WHAT IT 
MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE is for- 
mer Alabama players’ expecta- 


tions of more national titles. 


| WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 
| CRIMSON TIDE 


‘The last coach to lead Alabama 
to the national championship is 
'Gene Stallings, who played and 
coached for Coach Bryant before 
becoming a Hall of Fame caliber 
coach himself. 


GENE STALLINGS 


Not only have the coaches been legendary but that stellar tradition 
has spawned players enshrined in the College Football Hall of Fame 
and the NFUs Pro Football Hall of Fame. Now, Gene Stallings and 
"Bama Editor Kirk McNair have collaborated to bring together many ol] 
the greatest players ever to wear the Crimson and White to share their 
memories in WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE-GENE STALLINGS AND 
ALABAMA’S GREATEST PLAYERS. 


‘Among those sharing their memories are: from the '40s and ’50s, 
Harry Gilmer and Bart Starr; from the 60s and ‘70s, Lee Roy Jordan, 
oe Namath, Ray Perkins, Ken Stabler, Johnny Musso, John Hannah, 
and Ozzie Newsome; [rom the ’80s and ‘90s, Mike Shula and Jay 
Barker. And many more, including those from the new millennium. 


Gene Stallings reveals much of his philosophy and also tells the story 
of how he did not become Alabama’s head football coach in 1983. Kirk 
McNair introduces the players. 


‘WuaAT IT MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE-GENE STALLINGS AND ALABAMA’S 
GREATEST PLAYERS will be available by mid-August. The hardcover 
book is more than 300 pages in an oversized format with archival 
photographs throughout. To pre-order your copy ($27.95 plus tax, 
shipping and handling) call 1-205-345-5074. You may request a per- 
sonalized autograph from Kirk McNair. 


~ 
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terback Brodie Croyle, the status of halfback 
Kenneth Darby isn't far behind. Darby sul- 
fered a “sports hernia,” a tear in his lower 
stomach, late last season, It is a difficult in- 
jury to diagnose. On March 2 Darby had 
surgery to repair the injury. 

He was held out of spring practice and 
only recently has he begun a slow rehabilita- 
tion process. Although Darby says doctors 
have told him he is well ahead of schedule 
for complete recovery, the rehabilitation 
work will not be rushed. He started with 
work in a pool, then went to a treadmill and 
to free weight workouts. 

Both Darby and fullback/halfback Tim 
Castille are both expected to be fully recov- 
ered by the time fall practice begins. 

DeMeco Ryans, an upcoming senior Bama 
linebacker, has been an honor student all his 
life, and he continues to receive academic 
honors. The latest is being named an Arthur 
Ashe Sports Scholar for 2005, the only SEC 
football player to receive the honor. 

Ryans, a three-time Academic All-SEC 
honoree, carries a 3.46 cumulative grade 
point average in Management and is sched- 
uled to graduate in December, completing 
his graduation requirements in just seven 
semesters, He was also chosen as the top 
student-athlete from the College of 
Commerce and Business Administration and 
was selected a Jason, an honorary group of 
the top male academic students on campus. 


Looking For A Speaker? 

“BAMA ne AZINE Editor Kirk McNair may 
be available to speak to your group on 
Alabama football, recruiting, and on his| 
forthcoming book, Waar It Means To BE 
CRIMSON T1DE-GENE STALLINGS AND ALA- 
BAMA’S GREATEST PLAYERS. 

MeNair has been involved in coverage ol| 
the Crimson Tide for over 35 years. He i 
active in coverage of practices and games as| 
well as keeping up with recruiting, 

If you would like to arrange for Kirk 
McNair to speak to your Red Elephant Club| 
or Quarterback or Touchdown Club, call 
Vera Dowdle at (205) 345-5074 for details. 

Alumni chapters should contact Neely] 
Portera, director of chapter development, at 
(205) 348-1552. 


Former Brentwood Academy standout 
linebacker Darren Mustin is transferring 
from Middle Tennessee State University to 
play at Alabama. Mustin, a 6-1, 235- 
pounder, is still in school at MTSU finishing 
the spring semester but he is not participat- 
ing in spring practice. He will sit out next 
season (when Bama opens the season 
against MTSU) as a redshirt, and then have 
two years of eligibility remaining. Mustin 
played in eight games for MTSU last season 
and recorded 19 tackles. 

The 18th annual Alabama-Mississippi All- 
Star Football Classic is scheduled for June + 
at Ladd Stadium in Mobile, 


Crimson Tide signees on the Alabama ros- 
ter are running back Ali Sharrief, wide re~ 
ceiver Desmond Jennings, defensive back 
Cory Reamer, defensive back Michael Ricks, 
and defensive end Bobby Greenwood. 

Alabama signee Jimmy Johns will be on 
the Mississippi team. 

Antonio Carter is the latest former Tide 
player to take a step into the football coach- 
ing profession. Carter secured a position as a 
student assistant coach under Mike Price at 
the University of Texas-El Paso for the 2005 
season. 

Aller starting for the Crimson Tide from 
1999-2001, Carter couldn't recover from a 
broken leg to contribute on the field, but 
made his presence known as a player-coach 
while uying to recover in 2002-2004. That at- 
titude obviously made an impression on Mike 
Price during his brief tenure at Alabama. 

Carter was in El Paso observing the 
Miners’ spring practices, but will not offi- 
cially begin at UTEP until June. 

In March, Alabama graduate assistant 
Jason Jones left Alabama to be the corner- 
backs coach at Tulsa. Jones, a Tuscaloosa na- 
tive, played for Alabama from 1997-2000 
and had been a graduate assistant at 
Alabama for two seasons. 

Paul Hogan also lettered from 1997-2000, 
and had been a graduate assistant at 
Alabama for three years before accepting a 
position at Clemson earlier this year 


The Best Way To Keep Up With Tide Recruiting 


The same great information used by Alabama football recruiters is available to Crimson Tide football followers. 
Things move quickly in the world of recruiting 


Goma-Tennesse 
Rivalry Always Big 


@ Sorpriee visitor n 


and the internet provides the means to keep up 
with the daily (and even hourly) events in this im- 
portant area. 

And like Alabama’s coaching staff, you can get 
information about hundreds of Crimson 
prospects as they are interviewed by the state, re- 
gional, and national recruiting experts of 
BamaMag.com and Scout.com 

Andrew Bone in Alabama, Scott Kennedy and 
Jamie Newburg in the Southeast, and the national 
staff of SuperPrep as well as other regional experts 
bring the most wp-to-date and most accurate re- 
cruiting news. BamaMag.com and Scout.com are 
number one in coverage of football recruiting. 

And with the likes of Dave Telep, Mike Sullivan, 
and Jeff Goodman, the story is the same in cover- 
age of basketball recruiting. 


ide 


BamaMag.com covers all aspects of Crimson 
Tide sports with the staff of BAMA MAGAZINE, including Editor Kirk McNair and Assistant Editor Mitch Dobbs. 
To keep up with Alabama sports on a daily basis, go to www.BamaMag.com 
Its like getting "BAMA MAGAZINE every day. 


www.BamaMag.com 
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Men’s Basketball: 


Early Departure Brings Harris In 


by Kirk McNair 


Gottfried has staff change; 
Bama adds late signee 


elected as a head coach. The Crimson 

Tide basketball assistant had proved to be 
a valuable asset to Alabama Head Coach Mark 
Gottitied since joining the staff four years ago, 
and he has the drive that marked him as a 
head coaching candidate. On April 11, Early 
was named head coach at Louisiana-Monroe. 

But it was a bit of a surprise when 
Gottfried selected Eugene Harris to replace 
Early, I's not that Harris isn't very well qual- 
ified for the position; just that Harris had re~ 
cently been in the news alter having been 
fired as an assistant athletics director at 
Auburn. That firing smacked of racism on 
the part of Auburn to many and the atten- 
tion to that story detracted from the fine 
record Harris has built in basketball. 

Goutried was expansive 
Harris. The Tide head coach said, “Eugene 
brings experience, having been in the ACC 
and SEC for 17 years. As a Scottsboro, 
Alabama, native, his relationships with 
coaches in this state and the Southeast are 
invaluable. He has always been part of 
building a winner, and | am confident he 
will add to the success we have had here at 
Alabama. 1 have known Eugene for more 
than 20 years and haye always been im- 
pressed by his demeanor. He is professional 
and driven and has a warmth and sincerity 
that all combine for the makings of a great 
college coach. He defines the word ‘class. 
He has recruited and produced a number of 
NBA players and has been instrumental in 
their development as people as well as play- 
ers. He has a 90 per cent graduation rate of 
the players he’s personally recruited. He will 
be a great asset on the bench as well as in 
practice with his maturity and experience in 
game situations.” 

Harris, 530, has coached basketball at all 
levels, as a junior high coach in Florida, as. a 
head coach at Pelham High School in 
Pelham, Georgia, and at Rickard High 
School in Tallahassee, Florida, and on the 
collegiate level at South Alabama, as assis- 
tant coach at Clemson from 1984-94, and as 
an assistant coach at Auburn from 1994 


I: was no surprise that Orlando Early was 
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Eugene Harris 


until 2001 when he was named assistant 
athletics director for special projects. 

T'm excited to come and work for Coach 
Goulried because he's a coach who is a star,” 
aid Harris, a 1979 Florida State graduate. 
“In a short while, he’s been to the Sweet 16 
and Elite 8, Our next step up is to win the 
national championship. That's the reason 1 
came here, The athletics director, Mal 
Moore, is committed to basketball. 1 know 1 
will love working for Coach Gottfried be- 
ause I've watched him out in the field and 
he’s a fearless worker. And the thing that re- 
ally sold me on this is his 100 per cent grad- 
uation rate. That shows that he’s committed 
to the total person.” 


ottfried also had praise for Early, The 

Tide coach said, “Obviously, we're 

going to miss him because he did a 
tremendous job here for us. 1 think he’s 
going to be destined for greatness as a head 
coach. He's got all of the qualities that some- 
body would want. So we're excited for him 
and his opportunity, I think he’ going to do 
a fantastic job.” 

Early is the sixth head coach in the 54 
years of basketball at Louisiana-Monroe, re- 
placing longtime head coach Mike Vining. 

Louisiana-Monroe Athletics Director 
Bobby Staub said, “He is the right fit for 
Louisiana-Monroe as we move into the Sun 
Belt Conference.” Early signed a four-year 
contract. 

Early, 37, spent the past four seasons as an 
assistant with the Crimson Tide. During 
those four seasons, Alabama advanced to the 
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NCAA Tournament all four years and won 
the 2002 SEC regular season championship. 

The Lebanon, Virginia, native was a four- 
year letterman for Gardner-Webb College, 
playing point guard and leading the team to 
the 1988 NAIA District 26 title. 

Early graduated from Gardner-Webb in 
1990 and took his first collegiate coaching 
job with his alma mater in 1993. He was 
later associate head coach at Western 
Carolina and assistant at North Carolina- 
Charlotte before joining the Tide staff. 

Prior to last season he was rated third on 
the Athlon list of the nation’s top assistant 
coaches, 


labama men’s basketball has added a 
A signee. Brandon Hollinger, a 3- 

11, 175-pound point guard at 
LeFlore High School in Mobile, signed with 
the Tide in the spring signing period which 
began April 13. 

Hollinger is the 2005 6A Player of the 
Year. He averaged 19 points, 8 rebounds, 7 
assists and + steals his senior season, In ad- 
dition to all-state, he was named to the 
Super Five and was regional player of the 
year. He led LeFlore to a 35-1 record and 
number two national ranking before falling 
in the 6A championship game. He was 
coached at LeFlore by Otis Hughley. 

“Brandon is an excellent player and a 
fierce competitor,” said Gottfried, “He led 
his team to the state finals and a 35-1 
record. He knows how to win and has been 
very well coached. We have done well with 
guys in our state who may not have been 
ranked high by the experts, but develop into 
very good SEC players. He is a very good 
ball-handler and shooter and is extremely 
quick. He will add depth in our backcourt 
and won't back down from anyone, He re- 
minds me of Tyus Edney who played for us 
at UCLA.” 

After receiving, a slew of mid-major offers 
and getting interest from a few. high-majors, 
Hollinger decided to roll with the Tide. 

“When Alabama gets involved, people just 
back away,” LeFlore coach Otis Hughley 
said. “Mississippi State called and heard 
Alabama was in and they backed away.” 

“His acceleration level is unbelievable,” 
the coach said. “We play full speed and we 
still didn’t play fast enough for him. He 
doesn't ‘shot hunt’ and still averaged 19 a 
game. 

“I think they need depth at the point and 
they need to really feel comfortable about 
the backcourt corps of guards they have and 
he really gives them a dimension that they 
don't have with the other guards.” 


New Women’s Basketball Coach: 


The Goal Is National Championship 


by Kirk McNair 


First impression is winning 
one for Stephany Smith 


only a small amount of interest in the 

Alabama women’s basketball team in re- 
cent years, But in recent months, following 
Rick Moody's announcement that this 16th 
season would be his last as head coach of the 
Crimson Tide women, there was considerable 
interest in who would follow the man who 
took Bama to the Final Four. 

Now it is the responsibility of Stephany 
Smith to regain and sustain interest in the 
Bama women’s basketball team. The seventh 
head coach in the 31-year history of Alabama 
women’s basketball exudes confidence. 

Smith was selected by Athletics Director Mal 
Moore to take the helm and try to right the ship 
of Alabama women’ basketball. In introducing 
her, Moore said there were perhaps 30 candi- 
dates seeking the position. While coaching cre- 
dentials were of utmost importance in Moore's 
selection, he said his first impression of her was 
also meaninglul. He said, “When Stephany 
walked into my office, | felt very comfortable 
with her, And she came with a strong desire to 
coach at The University. It meant a lot to me 
and it meant a lot to Wendell and Marie 
(Associate Athletics Director Wendell Hudson 
and Senior Women’s Administrator Marie 
Robbins, who were actively involved in the 
search). Her attitude and approach to the job 
made this an easy decision,” 

Smith comes to Alabama from Middle 
Tennessee State, where she had been head 
coach since 1997. Her teams had winning 
records in each of her eight seasons, includ- 
ing finishing co-champion of the Ohio Valley 
Conference two years and winning three 
tournament championships to advance to the 
NCAA Tournament (where her squads upset 
the likes of North Carolina and North 
Carolina State). The past two seasons her 
teams went 48-17. Her career head coaching 
record is 153-88 and she also had squads in 
two WNIT tournaments. 

Prior to becoming head coach at MTSU she 
was an assistant for the Lady Raiders for four 
years. She began her coaching career in 1989 
at Alabama-Birmingham. 

Ironically, the first job she applied for was as 
an assistant when Moody was taking over the 
Alabama program in 1989. Moody already 
had a full staff and made her aware of an op- 
portunity at UAB. She said she had talked to 
Moody upon succeeding him. “He wished us 
well,” she said. 


I: is not unfair to say that there has been 
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Smith said, “The University of Alabama has 
been a dream of mine since | started in this 
profession 16 years ago because the first job 1 
had was 58 miles east of here. And to watch 
those people drive into Birmingham on 
Wednesday for a Saturday football game 
showed me the pride this state feels for its 
athleticsspecifically, at that time, Alabama 
football. 

“Why is it a dream? Because a dream is 
something that is limitless, and 1 think that 
Crimson Tide women’s basketball is a limit- 
less opportunity. This is my dream-to haye 
this position as head coach of this women’s 
basketball team. 

“My next dream is to win a national cham- 
pionship. 

“With all the facilities and all the support 
and the things that Coach Moore and Marie 
Robbins and Wendell Hudson have showed 
me, that job can get done. And I promise 
you-I promise the City of Tuscaloosa and The 
University of Alabama and Coach Moore and 
the administration, and most important the 
women of this basketball leam-you will get 
every piece of Stephany Smith, And if that is 
not enough, I'll find a way to give you more. 
And we will get it done. 

As if she hadn't already appealed to Bama 
followers with her talk of national champi- 
onships, when she was asked by an out-ol- 
town reporter why she thought she could be 
successful at Alabama, she said, “Have you 
ever been to Tuscaloosa, Alabama?” 

She said she was attracted to the jab be- 
cause it is in the SEC, because of the commit- 
ment of Alabama to athletics, “and because 
its in the South. 

“We are excited to have a proven winner, a 
young coach we think can revive our proud 
program,” said Moore. “Stephany brings the 
attributes of a winner to our program. She has 
a relentless work ethic and is an outstanding 
recruiter with people-person qualities, All of 
those traits will pay dividends for our pro- 
gram and this department. One doesn't have 
to look very far to see that Baylor, the current 
NCAA women’s basketball champion, had 
won only seven games just five years ago. 
They reached the pinnacle of women’ bask: 
ball very quickly and that is the type of pro- 
gram we would like to emulate.” 


he most successful period of Alabama 
| football was that quarter century under 
Paul Bryant from 1958-1982. Bryant 
did not invent schemes, but he took good 
schemes and adapted them very well to good 
players and the result was championships. 
Smith has been able to work with some of 
the nation’s top men’s and women’s coaches, 
and admits to having “stolen” some ideas, She 
has also shared them as a popular clinic 
speaker, including at some Southeastern 
Conference schools. 
She said, “I run the Triangle offense (best 
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known as the offense used by Phil Jackson 
with the Chicago Bulls and Los Angeles 
Lakers of the NBA). We run a secondary 
break Roy Williams made famous at Kansas 
We run a defensive system that Dean Smith 
implemented a few years ago at North 
Carolina” 

Although Smith says being in the SEC is a 
challenge, she also said, “You don't take ad- 
vantage of an opportunity like this to fold 
We're well aware of the work that lies ahead. 
IS my goal to put us in the upper echelon of 
the SEC year-in and year-out 

Smith, a native of Brookhaven, Mississippi, 
was born August 10, 1965. Her father, Ralph, 
played football at Mississippi, After playing 
basketball at Copiah-Lincoln Junior College, 
she transferred to Harding University in 
Searcy, Arkansas, where she linished her play- 
ing career, earned both bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees, and served one year as a graduate as- 
sistant coach. 

One thing that likely appealed to Moore is 
that Smith had 22 academic all-conference 
players at MTSU. 

Another plus for Smith is that she has been 
recruiting in the SEC area without an SEC 
team. She had eight all-conference players 
and 11 conference all-tournament team mem- 
bers. She also had four Most Valuable Players 
in OVC tournaments. 

She said, “Having grown up in Mississippi 
and the heart of the SEC and having coached 
for the last 16 years having to recruit against 
the SEC all that time I'm definitely a student 
of the game of basketball, and more sp 
cally women’s basketball, and Tm very famil- 
iar with what it's going to take,” 

She said among those she has watched 
and tried to learn from has been Tennessee 
Coach Pat Summitt, considered among the 
nation’s very best 


S mith has wasted no time. She met with 


returning players, then watched their 

off-season workouts before being intro- 
duced. She got to work on recruiting and 
added her first assistant coach 

As for returning players, she said, “They do 
work hard. They have the right attitude. 
Their focus is in the right place. I'm going to 
try to elevate everything they do.” 

Alabama players attended the press confer- 
ence, Returning center Dee Merriweather 
said, “She seems like she is really dedicated to 
this program to us, on and off the court. It 
has been hard not knowing. The worst is over 
now that we know who our coach is. I'm very 
impressed. Shes so positive, and thats what 
we need right now, We're all excited about 
what's to come." 

Smith said all she could about recruiting. 
She said, “I have been in touch with the two 
signees who have already signed letters of in- 
tent and am bridging the gap and making 
sure eyerything’s still smooth for them to 
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make the transition to Tuscaloosa. There was 
one young lady who had already verbaled that 
we had touched base with and two additional 
people who we sent scholarship papers.” 

Smith brought one assistant, Melanie Walls, 
with her from MTSU. Walls, a native of 
Eatonton, Georgia, spent the last five seasons 
as an assistant coach with the Lady Raiders. In 
addition to her on-court coaching responsibili- 
ties, Walls will serve as the Tide’s recruiting co- 
ordinator and will be liaison with the athletic 
department’ academic staff 

“Melanie has been like my right arm over the 
past five years,” said Smith. “We have worked 
side-by-side on a vision of getting an opportu- 
nity like the one here at Alabama. I could not 
have imagined coming here without her. She 
has been a big part of the success I've had and 
will be a big part of the successes to come. I 
consider her an extension of me 

Walls was a record-setting player and earned 
two degrees at Georgia College & State 
University. 

Walls is married to Marcus Walls, a former 
MTSU football coach, and they have a daugh- 
ter, Brookelyn Laurel, born last June, + 

Smith still has several spots to fill including a 
pair of assistant coaches slots and a director of 
basketball operations position. 


Stephany Smith was introduced as Alabama's 
new head women’s basketball coach on April 13. 
Kent Gidley Photo 
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Rudy Griffin: 


His Story Has Hollywood Ending 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Senior defensive tackle 
dreamed of being at Bama 


the movie, “Shawshank Redemption,” but 

Rudy Griffin's clandestine course of action 
took him from walking in gutters at a mili- 
tary school to walking out of the Bryant- 
Denny Stadium tunnel as a starter for 
Alabama's 2004 season opener-just like you'd 
see in the movies. 

Griffin, 6-0, 290 pounds, has an obsession 
with a different movie-one that bears his first 
name about a football walk-on who finally 
got a chance to take a couple of snaps at his 
dream school. But Griffin’s story tops Rudy of 
movie fame so much that no Hollywood ex- 
ecutive would take a chance on such a far- 
fetched script. 

Griffin was born in Hopewell, Virginia, 
but he calls Augusta, Georgia, home since 
he lived and attended school there for most 
of his childhood. The product of a military 
father, Griffin also lived in Germany; Jack- 
sonville, Florida; and Dublin, Georgia, in his 
school-age years. 

Instead of deciding to root for the home- 
state Bulldogs, Griffin picked up a fondness 
for the Crimson Tide as a fifth-grader in 
Augusta, 

“Even though my dad was a big Georgia 
fan. I used to watch Alabama,” he said. “1 
don't remember the first time I saw Alabama, 
but I think it was the early 90s. I caught 
them on TV and fell in love with them, My 
dad could never really understand it.” 

Griffin was an admirer of Bama running 
back Sherman Williams, but it wasn't any one 
player that made him a fan. I was the style of 
play-watching the defense and whoever was 
the running back-and of course watching 
Bama win with that style. 

Griffin dreamed about playing at Alabama, 
but so did thousands of other kids just like 
him. His dreams didn't pan out after high 
school. He was a team captain and a good 
student, but as a 207-pound defensive end he 
wasn't big enough to get a scholarship offer 
toa school like Alabama. 

Griffin said he “got some looks” from 
coaches who saw film of him playing. But 
when they learned he was only 6-0 that de- 
terred them. 

That didn’t dash Griffin's dreams, however. 
It was only a detour in the path of his desti- 


I wasn't exactly Tim Robbins’ jailbreak in 
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nation. He signed a scholarship with The 
Citadel to play for Coach Ellis Johnson. 
Johnson had previously been defensive coor- 
dinator at Alabama in 2000 as a part of Mike 
DuBose's staff. 

Griffin said, “I wanted to come to Alabama, 
so I figured | was going to treat The Citadel 
like a junior college. I didn’t tell Coach 
Johnson that, but that's the mindset I had.” 

The Citadel did help Griffin spring to 
Division-lA, but it was a sharp contrast to a 
run-of-the-mill junior college in any other 
sense. The military school was-pre- 
dictably-more like the military, which Griffin 
had litle interest in. 

“His dad was more excited about the op- 
portunity to play at The Citadel than he was, 
which is typical of a lot of kids that go ther 
said Johnson, who is now defensive coordina 
lor at Mississippi State. 


he military aspect of the college wore 

| on Griffin. Football was above all else 

for him, but it wasn’t like that at The 
Citadel. 

“It was rough, especially for a freshman,” 
Griffin said. “Your freshman year you're 
called a knob, which is basically the lowest 
you can get. The haircut that they give you 
for your freshman year-they cut the sides off 
where it looks like you're bald, but they leave 
aclump that looks like a knob on top.” 

Griffin said, “They've got all these rules and 
regulations, On campus, knobs have to walk 
in the gutter. When you come in a building 
you've got to walk in the back door. When 
you go inside the barracks you have to brace, 
which is basically locking your chin into your 
chest and sticking your shoulders back. You 
have to walk what they call a 120 pace; it’s 
not running, but its a fast walk.” 

The rigors of military school life didn’t pass 
without a fair dose of dejection. Griffin was 
geographically further away from where he 
wanted to be-in Tuscaloosa. And ever getting 
to The Capstone was seemingly a long shot. 

“Tm not going to lie and say I didn’t get dis- 
couraged,” Griffin said. “I did. But { just kept 
fighting. It was a goal and a dream so I kept 
fighting, especially watching ‘Rudy’. That mo- 
tivated me.” “Rudy” is the movie character 
who walked on at Notre Dame and finally got 
to play in a game. 

“He took the long route,” Rudy said of the 
movie character, "He was out there working 
in the mills, | felt, ‘If he did it, then J can do 
it, too’, I just took a different road. I went toa 
military school. | was basically just compar= 
ing my story to his—just working. 

Rudy Griffin was more physically capable 
than the Rudy in the movies. Griffin started 
10 games as a true freshman at The Citadel. 

“Lwanted to bust my butt every day and get 
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out there and play. I couldn't go out there and 
just be part of the team,” he said. 

“I remember my’ first game at Citadel we 
played against Georgia Tech and | made a 
couple of plays. | thought maybe | was meant 
to play on a bigger level than Division LAA. 
That really put that in my mind then, I knew 
t could play at the next level.” 


fter starting every game as a sopho- 
Aw he was convinced he was ready 

to try his hand as a walk-on at 
Alabama, but he had to convince Ellis 
Johnson to get a release from The Citadel, 

“When I first asked for my letter of release 
he told me no,” Griffin said, “He was losing 
probably one of his best players on the defen- 
sive line. I started two years for him, so of 
course the coach is going 10 tell you no at 
first.” 

Johnson said he wanted Griffin to stay, but 
he also saw Griffin would be happier outside 
the military school environment. If he was 
going to leave, Johnson was concerned about 
him trying to make it as a walk-on at a pow- 
erhouse school. 

“[ just wanted what was best for him and 
his family. To go from having an education 
paid for to having parents pay for it is some- 
thing I had a concern about,” Johnson said. 
“But | told him ‘You can go anywhere you 
want except for the Southern Conference.’ I 
knew he'd picked Alabama but I didn't know 
how well he was doing until a reporter from 
his hometown told me (prior to the 2004 
seasion).” 

Said Griffin, “Coach Johnson didn’t dis- 
courage me. He told me a man’s got to do 
what a man’s got to do. At first he did tell 
me ‘no’ and it wasn't willingly when he did 
give me a release. As far as the military 
thing, if Coach Johnson wasn't there at The 
Citadel, 1 probably would haye.,.well, 1 
don't know. He would sit down and talk to 
me a lot. He was a good coach and a good 
person.” 


ohnson knew what he was losing. 

Alabama coaches didn’t know what they 

were getting. “Nobody knew who I was 

fen | got there,” Griffin said. “I was just an 
everyday walk-on.” 

Griffin was relegated to the scout team be- 
cause he had to sit out a year due to transfer 
rules. It was Alabama's offensive coaches who 
first took notice of Griffin's ability when he 
constantly disrupted things for the offensive 
line. They knew Griffin could play: 

Initially, Tide Defensive Tackles Coach 
Buddy Wyatt didn’t know Griffin's back- 
ground or about the work ethic and disci- 
pline he'd picked up at The Citadel. 

Wyatt said a lot of scout team players could 
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A variety of circumstances elevated Rudy Griffin to first team defensive tackle last year as a transfer 
junior. He didn’t waste that opportunity. Now he hopes to be a leader on an excellent Bama defense in 


2005. 


freelance a little and get away with making 
plays without being fundamentally sound. 

“I didn’t take it too much into considera- 
tion in the beginning, but the offensive 
coaches kept raving about him, telling me 1 
needed to give him a look,” Wyatt said. “He 
had to sit out the first year anyway, but spring 
(2004) came and he did some good things. 
He didn't jump right out at me immediately, 
but he did some things to catch my eye.” 

Griffin really made an impression last sum- 
mer, Wyatt was aware of Griffin's weightroom 
work ethic and saw Griffin making physical 
progress. Additionally, Wyatt wanted to moti- 
vate then-senior Anthony “Bear” Bryant to 
work harder, so he put Griffin atop the depth 
chart to begin fall camp. 

“In the summer Rudy stayed here and 
worked extremely hard,” Wyatt said. “I put 
him at the starting spot because of injuries 
(to others) here and there, and 1 really want- 
ed to get Bear's attention but Rudy got that 
spot and wouldn't give it up.” 

‘Wyatt hadn't heard Giffin’s story before. He 
didn't know why Griffin had gone to The 
Citadel, or why he left a scholarship there to 
walk on at Alabama, but he knew he had 
help on the defensive line. 
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“He kept doing things I asked him to do 
and getting better and better. He was relent- 
less. He might not run a 4.6 or 4.7 (Griffin 
said he's closer to 5.0 or 5.1 in the 40-yard 
dash) but whatever he runs its full speed to 
the football,” Wyatt said. 

Wyatt told Griffin before fall camp he was 
being moved to the first-string defensive 
tackle, but that didnt become a reality until 
the week of Alabama’ season opener. 

“It didn't really sink in until like a day or 
two before the Utah State game,” Griffin said. 
“I thought, ‘I'm starting for The University of 
Alabama. I came from The Citadel, a walk-on, 
to starting. I'm going to run out a starter.’ 
That's when I knew I had accomplished a lot.” 


n the Thursday before his start against 
Or State the rewards for his hard 

work kept coming in. Griffin was 
handed a cell phone as he left the practice 
field. After having watched and drawn inspira- 
tion from the movie, “Rudy,” what he said was 
“thousands, maybe millions, of times,” Griffin 
took a phone call from the movie's real-life 
subject, Daniel “Rudy” Ruettiger. Ruettiger 
congratulated Griffin on a job well done. 

Griffin was speechless. 
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“All my dreams are coming true right now,” 
Griffin finally told Ruettiger. He couldn't 
come up with much more. “I really don't 
know what to say. I'm speechless right now.” 

The credit for introducing the two Rudys 
goes to Travis Haney, of the Augusta 
(Georgia) Chronicle, Griffin’s hometown 
paper. Haney asked Griffin in an interview if 
he was ever taunted by the “Rudy” chant dur- 
ing a game. From that question he learned of 
Griffin's obsession with the movie, and set to 
put the two in touch. 


aving lapped Ruettiger several times 
H: terms of quality playing time, 

Griffin considers himself a leader of 
the Tide defense for the coming season. He 
wants to be a part of the best defense in 
America, and to make his presence more 
known to opponents. In 2004, Griffin had 17 
tackles, three tackles-for-loss, and one fumble 
recovery which he returned for 24 yards 
against South Carolina. 

“[ want to make more plays,” he said. “Last 
year I didn't have a sack. This year I don't 
want to get one sack, | want to get several 
sacks. | want to step up in a pressure situa- 
tion, be the person that the team goes to and 
says, ‘Rudy's going to get the job done.” 

Griffin “knows his limitations", Wyatt 
said. “He needs to continue to grow and 
learn the position. He's a smart kid and he 
picks things up fast. He's not a surprise any 
more so people are going to be looking for 
him. He has to continue to improve on his 
steps, hand placement, and pad level, and be 
more consistent. If he pays attention to the 
little things he will do that.” 

Griffin is currently working on his sequel. 
Like most of his teammates, he will remain 
in Tuscaloosa throughout the summer work- 
ing with Strength and Conditioning Coach 
Kent Johnston four days a week. Griffin said 
building strength is Johnston's focus for the 
linemen more so than conditioning or flexi- 
bility, so the senior is lifting a lot of heavy 
weights and encouraging his teammates 
with the same attitude that’s brought him so 
far. 

“The day you get content, the day you settle 
for anything on the football field, that’s the 
day you need to quit,” he said. “I don't care if 
you're a Heisman Trophy winner, there are 
ways you can improve. I started last year the 
whole season except for two games, but I feel 
like I can contribute more than I did last year 
as far as making more plays. 

“I consider myself as being one of the lead- 
ers on our defense, I feel that a lot of guys 
look up to me because of the way that I work 
and earned my way. They know that my posi- 
tion wasn't given to me because I was 6-7, 
300 pounds. They know that I worked and I 
earned it. A lot of guys look up to me and say 
‘Rudy's going to work.’ Every day I go out to 
practice and I treat practice like a game situa- 
tion, and that’s true.” Not a movie. 
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Soph Wide Receivers: 


Weakness 
Becomes 
Strength 


by Greg Wallace 


Young wide receivers 
expected to be big par 
of 2005 Alabama offense 


he bonding started in January 2004, 

l hen Matt Caddell and Tyrone Prothro 

helped host a huge group of wide re- 
on official recruiting visits to 
Alabama. 

Keith Brown, DJ Hall, al “Zeke” 
Knight and Will Oakley were all looking for a 
school-and a football team-they could call 
their own, 

Alabama, meanwhile, was looking for re- 
ceivers. The Crimson Tide’s receiving corps 
had just about been wiped out by graduation. 
Prothro, an upcoming sophomore, and 
Caddell, a redshirt freshman, were the key re- 

after Antonio Carter was 
unable to come back from leg injuries. Bama 
Head Football Coach Mike Shula needed 
fresh, talented receivers who would make his 
offense hum. 

During those January w s when re- 
ceiver prospects were on campus, Caddell 
and Prothro put on the hard-sell. And it 
worked. 

“I just think everybody connected on the 
visit,” Hall said. “I guess it was a good sign 
that everybody got along, and everybody 
wanted to be here at Alabama.” 

Those fabulous four-Brown, Hall, Knight 
and Oakley-all vith the Crimson Tide 

signing day, 2004. Their reason- 
imple: at Alabama, they could make 
a big impact-and quickly. 

Little more than a year later, they're on the 
verge of doing just that. 

Three of the freshman wideouts (Oakl 
was injured in fall camp and was redshirted) 
joined Caddell, a redshirt freshman himself, 
for an up-and-down 2004 debut in an offense 
that was forced to use three starting quarter- 
backs. 

This past spring, though, they emerged 
one of the offense’s biggest strengths. And 


Keith Brown (81), DJ Hall (22), and Zeke 
Knight (84) were regulars in the Crimson Tide 
offense as true freshmen in 2004. 

Barry Fikes Photos 
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the countdown to 2005 begins, those same 
young receivers may be ready for the next 


"We're a whole lot more comfortable,” 
Caddell said. “It just comes with being expe- 


step-stardom. 


rienced and being mature. This time last 
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year, we were thrown in the fire and a lot 
happened so fast. I had to learn a lot on my 
feet. 1 feel a lot more comfortable than 1 did 
last year.” 

Its hard imagining a less nurturing situa- 
tion than the trial-by-gridiron that Alabama's 
young receivers experienced last fall. 
Thanks to NCAA probation and less-than- 
emphatic recruiting at the position by 
Dennis Fran-chione’s staff (which was look- 
ing for personnel for an option offense), the 
graduation of a large group of senior re- 
ceivers following the 2003 season created an 
equally large gap in the depth chart. 

That left Shula’s staff little choice, other 
than following this plan: 

* Find talented young receivers. 

+ Show talented young receivers the depth 
chart in order to sign them. 

* Play talented young receivers, allowing, 
them to learn as they go. 

That set up 2004 as one big learning expe- 
rience for the Tide's young wideouts. When 
a sophomore (Prothro) and a redshirt fresh- 
man (Caddell) are your most experienced 
players, you have little choice. 

So right from the beginning, all of them 
played. And played often. 

“We had to learn a lot,” Hall said. “We 
were young, and nobody on the field had a 
lot of experience. Most of our learning came 
from being thrown into the games. So we 
had to learn right off the bat, learn from our 
mistakes.” 

They flashed talent at times, but with the 
big plays came just as many forgettable ones. 

For every great moment-like Brown's 57- 
yard, over-the-shoulder touchdown catch 
against Utah State, or Caddell’s 48-yard gain 
against LSU-there were missed routes, 
dropped balls, and bad communication. 
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That’s part of playing freshmen, of course; 
you take the good with the bad. 

“It was hard,” Hall said, “You didn’t know 
what to look forward to, but after a couple of 
games it all started to click. (Then) you get to 
learning the coverages like you want to, you 
get to reading the defenses a lot better. It just 
takes time.” 


back position spent the season crashing 

through a revolving door. Croyle looked 
like an All-SEC signal-caller leading the Tide 
to victories over Utah State and Ole Miss, but 
a torn right anterior cruciate ligament the fol- 
lowing week against Western Carolina fin- 
ished his season, 

Backup Marc Guillon lost games against 
Arkansas and South Carolina before heading 
to the sidelines with a back injury that all but 
ended his season. 

Then the job fell to former third-teamer 
Spencer Pennington, who guided the offense 
the rest of the way while getting battered 
around just like his predecessors. 

Three quarterbacks in 12 games? That's no 
way for a young receiver to develop. 

“Right when we're getting used to one quar- 
terback, another comes in,” Hall said. “You 
switch that many times, it’s kind of hard to get 
used to a third quarterback.” 

While adjusting to the changing quarterback 
situation, they also adjusted to Division I-A 
football. Outside of Prothro, no one in the 
Tide's regular receiver rotation had played a 
down of college football before last fall. 

They learned an important lesson: the game 
doesn't slow down for anyone 

“It makes you want to go faster,” Caddell 
said. “The speed was fast, so you go faster. You 
get used to it and your confidence builds up a 
whole lot.” 

At least after that first big hit. 

“You're coming from high school, and you 
don't know what to expect,” Hall said. “But 
when you get that first lick, it makes you 
speed up a little more.” 

Adversity also strengthened the personal 
bonds between the youngsters. The wide re- 
ceivers became family-guys who watched each 
others backs and corrected their friends’ mis- 
takes. 

They grew closer, drawing strength from 
each other. 

“That's part of the family we have as receiv- 
er,” Caddell said. “We're accountable for each 
other. We try to make each other better, with 
the competition. We learn from each other, we 
teach each other, and everybody helps each 
other in different ways. We feed off each 
other.” 


Te spring, that family tradition paid off. 


I: didn’t help that the Tide's starting quarter- 


A newly mature and confident group of 
wideouts built on last season's success— 
and had a breakout performance. 

Even with Croyle limited to seven-on-seven 
work while recovering from last fall’s knee 
surgery, the wideouts helped freshman quar- 
terback John Parker Wilson and Guillon earn 
significant praise from the coaching staff. 


MAY, 2005/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


And they emerged as a force unto them- 
selves. Hall became a leader, Caddell got stead- 
ier, and Knight showed he can be a physical 
pass-catching machine. Oakley, unfortunately, 
continued to have bad injury luck and will 
have to wait until August to make his mark in 
front of Bama’s coaches. 

Hall has a simple explanation for improve- 
ment in the receiving corps: he and his team- 
mates just did things right. 

“It happened because whenever they wanted 
us to make a play, we did,” he said. “They felt 
comfortable that if we throw him the ball at a 


certain time, he'll make the play. All that did 
was make us build confidence. And now every 
receiver we've got has a lot of confidence. 
They know what they can do with the ball.” 

Now, that uncertainty from a year ago has 
been replaced with a little bit of swagger. 

If this family stays together for four years, 
who knows what they can do? 

“We want to go out and win every game, be- 
cause we know we're capable of doing it,” Hall 
said, “We've got the best receiving corps in the 
nation, in my eyes, and we've got the best quar- 
terback. All we've got to do is go play hard.” 
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Gabe Scott: 


One Last Chance Pays Off For Tide 


by Peter Edmund 


After almost giving up baseball, senior one of SEC’s best 


2003 season, The outfielder had 
been with the Crimson Tide since the 2001 
season and had little to show for his first 
three years at The Capstone,..unless one 
counts a broken left foot and a couple of 
surgeries. 

Scott broke his left foot just a handful of 
games into his rookie season in 2001 and 
had surgery which forced him to miss the 
remainder of the year. He broke the same 
foot and had surgery again and missed most 
of the 2002 season, one that saw Alabama 
win the Southeastern Conference Western 
Division championship, the SEC Tourna- 
ment Championship, and host an NCAA 
Regional. 

Scott played in only four games as a true 
freshman in 2001 before the injury, and 
earned a redshirt season. In 2002, Scott 
played in 23 games and batted .381 (16-for- 
42) with eight RBI in a limited role. In the 
fall of 2002 he experienced something worse 
than any injury. 

While Gabe was at practice, his father, 


abe Scott's Alabama baseball career 
was at the crossroads following the 


Ronnie, suffered a massive heart attack and 
died. Gabe had lost his father, best friend, 
and baseball mentor. 

a normal day (September 27, 
tice,” Scott said, “In the first 30 
minutes of practice, we were doing some 
outfield drills, Coach (Jim) Wells came out 
of the bullpen and called me over and told 
me I needed to call home; there was a family 
emergency. 

“I called my mom and she told me the 
news, | was kind of blank after that. I re- 
member being really upset and going back 
home the next day, We went back to 
Louisiana and | was there about a week. | 
came the last week or so of fall practice. 1 
was in a daze, | guess. The next few months 
went by kind of quick. I was just kind of 
here.” 

As a redshirt sophomore, Scott batted just 
.280 (7-for-25) in 16 games, with one home 
run and three RBI. He had his first career 
home run in a loss to LSU at Sewell-Thomas 
Stadium, The Crimson Tide barely made it 
to the SEC Tournament, but won it for the 
second year in a row and headed to College 
Station, Texas, for the NCAA Regionals, 
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where they went 1-2 with blowout losses to 
Texas AGM and Houston. 

The season was over, and for Scott, his ca- 
reer was probably done as well. 

“My third year here, | was just not into 
baseball,” Scott said. “That was right after 
the death of my father. I'd come to practice, 
come to games, and definitely was not giv- 
ing 100 per cent and I know that showed. 

“Coach (Wells) understood. | talked to 
him quite a bit about that and he was very 
supportive and he suggested that | might be 
better suited to finish school. But he also 
told me I'd have the opportunity to come 
back and play.” 

Scott decided to give it one more shot, and 
he and his Bama teammates are glad he did, 

“That was one of the biggest decisions I've 
had to make in college,” Scott said. “1 know 


I will have to make some more tough deci- 


Gabe Thomas could have given up baseball a 

few years ago, but he decided to stick with it 

and has become one of the nation’s top hitters. 
Kent Gidley Photo 
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sions the rest of my life, I'm not sure which 
way would have been better, but | am glad I 
chose to stick it out and play baseball. 

“The decision is starting to pay off. 1 
learned a lot about myself and a lot about 
life from playing baseball. Not necessarily 
having the success from playing this ) 
last year, but what I have learned about my- 
sel 


s a junior last year he batted .294 
(32-for-109) with four home runs 
and 12 RBI in a career-high 41 


games, He also made 30 starts and hit in the 
middle of the lineup for a struggling Tide. 

In SEC play, Scott was even better at the 
plate. He was the Crimson Tide's leading hit- 
ter in 26 SEC games with a .316 average (25- 
for-75) with three home runs and eight RBL. 

Scott had three hits and two RBI, includ- 
ing a solo home run, in Alabama's 3-1 win 
over Vanderbilt. He had an eight-game hit- 
ting streak from April 23-May 7 and then 
added a six-game hitting streak from May 9- 
‘ott wrapped up the season by hitting 
safely in 14 of his last 16 games 

“Thad a little success last year,” Scott said, 
“1 always knew I had the ability to play. It 
was just a matter of getting the confidence 
and playing the way I know I can play. 

“L became a little more comfortable during 
the middle of the SEC season last year. I w 
starting to p 'y day and getting more 
at-bats and hitting in the middle of the line- 
up. | knew | was going to play and that 
helps out a lot, especially from a confidence 
standpoint. | had been here forever, but last 
year was also like my rookie season because 
that is the most I had played in a long time, 
1 knew going into this season that last year 
would help me outa lot.” 


his season Scott picked up where he 
Te off in 2004. In fact, he has taken 
his game to a new level. The Lake 

Charles, Louisiana, native is having his best 
son—an MVP type season. 
Through the first half of the season, he 
was batting an astonishing .424 (36-for-85) 
with seven home runs and 19 RBI. He had a 
706 slugging percentage and a .537 on-base 
mark after four weekends of SEC play. 

In early SEC play, Scott had even better 
numbers for the Crimson Tide 

In 12 games, he was batting .476 (20-for- 
42) with five home runs and 13 RBI. He 
ranked third in hitting, third in home runs, 
and third in RBI. Scott led the league in SEC 
games only with a .607 on-base mark and 13 
runs scored 

“Gabe Scott has become a legitimate mid- 
dle of the lineup hitter,” Wells said. “He has 
been a go-to-guy. He and (third baseman 
Evan) Bush have been our best hitters all 
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season, Of late, Scott has really been good. 
We need to get guys on base ahead of him so 
he can keep driving in runs.” 

Through the Florida series, Scott had hit 
safely in 25 consecutive games, the third 
longest hitting streak in the Jim Wells era at 
Alabama. Scott needed a fifth at-bat on 
Sunday, April 17, and delivered a ground 
rule double in a six-run ninth inning. In the 
25 games Scott batted .427 (38-for-89) with 
seven doubles, seven home runs, and 21 
RBL. He hit the seven home runs in seven 


consecutive games, unprecedented in the 
Wells era. 

He was named the SEC Player of the Week 
on April 11 following his three-game perfor- 
mance at ninth-ranked Mississippi. Scott 
was Alabama's leading hitter at Ole Miss as 
he batted .583 (7-for-12) with three home 
runs and seven RBI. He also scored six runs 
and compiled a 1.333 slugging mark and a 
.688 on-base percentage. He reached base 11 
of 16 times in the three-game series, includ- 
ing four walks. 


(Except, of course, for the dog and the kids) 


Whether you're a full-time farmer or a weekend gardener, we've got what 
you need at your local Co-op. Top quality products, friendly service, and 
the kind of expert adyice you won't find anywhere else, And our combined 
buying power means you pay less for everything—including pet supplies 
and kids’ toys. Provided, of course, you supply the pets and kids yourself. 


DOWN TO EARTH VALUES. 


wwwalafarm.com 


1. Bonnie Plants 2. Wolverine Boots 3. Wrangler Jeans 4. Wrangler Work Shirt 
5. Muck Scrub Boots 6. Seymour Tools 7, Wrangler Long Sleeve Tee 
8. Michael & Elaine (not available) 


78 stores across Alabama and Northwest Florida 


www.BamaMag.com 


21 


= 


— 


te) 


T hete has been an outpouting of su UBeOr for 
Daniel A. Moore as a result of the recent 
lawsuit filed against the artist by his alma mater. 
Some have asked if donations could be made to 
help out with Mr. Moore’s legal defense fund. 
Instead, we have come up with this special fund- 
raising Offer that will return a value to those who 
participate in this cause on one of several levels. 

New Life Art will release limited edition can- 
vases of Rebirth in the Swamp in June of 2005. 
Standard tetail pricing will take effect after the 
: ecial Pricing expires (shown at right). Canvas 

ition sizes will be determined by the number 
Be orders received by 6/10/05. 
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Scott slugged two home runs in the series 
opener, including a game-tying home run in 
the eighth inning of the Tide's 5-4 win. It 
was his first career multichome run game at 
Alabama. 

He added another game-tying home run on 
Saturday, with a three-run blast in the sixth in- 
ning to tie the game at 6-6. Alabama trailed 6- 
0 entering the inning and Scott tied the game 
with his fifth home run in five games. He later 
added an RBI single in the the seventh inning 
as part of a four-run inning to erase a four-run 
deficit and tie the game at 10-10. 

Scott went 2-for-4 in the series finale and 
reached base four times, with a pair of walks. 
He led off the third inning with a single and 
later scored what proved to be the winning 
run on Allen Rice’s first career grand slam 
that gave Bama a 6-2 lead in a 12-6 victory. 

The home run binge started April 1 
against fourth-ranked LSU. Scott drilled a 
two-run home run in the bottom of the first 
inning in the series opener as Alabama took 
a 4-0 win. He hit another two-run homer in 
game two against his home state team. 

“Taking a series from LSU was good,” 
Scott said. “It gave us a lot of confidence as 
a team and really helped us in the Ole Miss 
series. Hitting the home runs against LSU 
felt really good, especially being from 


Louisiana and showing everybody back 
home I could play 

Alabama was in first place in the SEC 
standings after 12 games and looking to be 
in championship contention over the final 
six weeks. 

“Vm definitely not surprised,” Scott said of 
the Tide's 2005 success, “I think everyone 
on the team was just waiting for this to hap- 
pen. I thought it would happen sooner. | 
thought it would happen in the first couple 
of weeks of the season and by the time we 
got into SEC play, the team would be rolling 
along pretty good. 

“We will take what we can get. We played 
quite a few players early in the season 
against non conference teams and as we get 
into conference players know their roles bet- 
ter. I think we are playing well at the right 
time.” 

Scott is hoping to become the second 
member of his family to play at the College 
World Series in Omaha. His first cousin, 
Chad Ogea, went there with LSU in 1989 
and 1991. Ogea was the winning pitcher in 
the 1991 National Championship game 
against Wichita State. 

“I remember watching him on TV,” Scott 
recalls. “His freshman year at LSU they went 
to the College World Series, when Ben 


The State of Alabama Sports Hall of Fame and the 
University of Alabama 
have a long association together. That 
association continues in 2005 when 
JEREMIAH CASTILLE 
will be inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
The ceremonies will be held on 
Sunday, June 12, 2005 
at the Birmingham Ballroom in the 


McDonald was there. | remember he was in 
the bullpen warming up one game and I was 
sitting on the couch with my dad watching 
on TV and we were so excited for him. 

“Then, two years later he is pitching against 
Wichita State in the National Championship 
game. That was so unbelievable. My dad and 
I watched the whole game.” 

Ogea later pitched in the Major League 
Baseball World Series with the Cleveland 
Indians. He pitched against the Atlanta 
Braves in 1995 and against the Florida 
Marlins in 1997. He won one game in each 
series. 

Scott was in attendance at Fulton County 
Stadium in 1995 and said other members of 
his family witnessed the World Series in 
Florida in 1997. Scott admits he wanted to 
go to Omaha in the early 90s, but he never 
got the chance to attend. He has still never 
been to Omaha. He hopes this June to be on 
the field at Johnny Rosenblatt Stadium. 

“I've never been,” Scott said. “That is the 
ultimate goal. That would be a great ending 
to a long and trying career here at Alabama. 
That would be the one thing that would fin- 
ish it all off. That would be something to 
talk about the rest of your life.” 

And the perfect ending to a baseball c: 
that almost never was. 


Sheraton Birmingham Hotel. For ticket 
| information call 205-323-6665. 
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Football Recruiting: 


Academic Update On 2005 Signees 


by Andrew Bone 


Tide gets first commitment 
from upcoming senior 


football team to he motivated by 

Southern Cal. Crimson Tide players 
should be expected to want to attain the na- 
tional championship, as the Trojans did last 
year. And Alabama football coaches may 
have been motivated by Southern Cal, too. 

Andy Davis, a 6-0, 200-pound safety at 
Briarwood Christian in Birmingham, was in- 
vited to USCS spring game. The day before 
Davis left for Los Angeles, the Crimson Tide 
offered the upcoming senior a scholarship. 
And the day Davis returned from Southern 
Cal, he committed to Bama, becoming the 
first Alabama commitment of the 2005-06 
football recruiting season. 

One of the fastest players in the South, 
Davis has recorded 293 tackles in his first 
three seasons. under Coach Fred Yancey at 
Briarwood Christian. 

Davis said, “It has always been my dream 
to play for Alabama.” He said he would at- 
tend Alabama's summer football camp and 
no others, and that he would not make any 
t-official or unofficialto any school but 
Bama. He said his recruiting involvement 
hereafter will be to encourage other 
prospects to attend Alabama 


hile most of the recruiting interest 
in the next few months will be on 
upcoming high school seniors, the 


2005 recruiting effort is not over until at 
least 25 new players are academically eligi- 
ble and ready to begin practice in August. 
Crimson Tide coaches and academic coun- 
selors are watching the results of final exam- 
inations and standardized test scores among 
those who signed with Bama in February. 

Although there are guidelines to deter- 
mine the likelihood of eligibility based on 
grade point average, classes taken, and stan- 
dardized test (ACT or SAT) scores, all 
signees must be certified by the NCAA 
Clearinghouse before participating, 

Much of the attention on the 2005 signing 
class is on four running backs because of the 
belief that at least one freshman will be in 
the playing rotation at halfback. The four in- 
clude three from Florida-Glen Coffee of 
Fort Walton Beach, Mike Ford from 
Sarasota, and Roy Upchurch from 
Tallahassee. The fourth is Ali Sharrief from 
North Jackson High School in Stevenson. 


I would not be a surprise for Alabama’s 


24 


Collee, 6-1, 205, said, “All I have left is 
graduation. | plan to enroll (at Alabama) 
July 5. Coffee, who rushed for 1,850 yards 


with 30 touchdowns and had 350 yards 
receiving as a senior, said, “I am coming to 
compete. | am going to start this fall.” He 


said he has a score of 22 on the ACT and a 
2.5 grade point average. 

Ford, 6-2, 205, led the state of Florida in 
rushing with 2,836 yards and 37 touchdowns. 
Early in the recruiting process schools were 
reluctant to offer because Ford was an aca- 
demic question mark, Ford dedicated himself 
in the classroom, and said, “I am taking the 
ACT again. I made an 18 the last time 1 took 
it, T want to make a 20. 1 don't have to take it, 
but I want to. | have a 2.5 GPA right now, and 
Tam working to get a 3.0. I will be in 
Tuscaloosa the third week of June.” 

Upchurch, from Godby High School in 
Tallahassi is 6-0, 195, and was the most 
publicized of the four running backs. After 
rushing for 2,543 yards, Upchurch was 
named a Parade All-America. He plans a 
summer arrival to Tuscaloosa, but work re- 
mains in the classroom. “Lam going to take 
the ACT one more time,” he said. “The 
coaches have said I need a 2.7 GPA, and 1 
would not have to take the ACT again, All of 
my teachers said I would have over a 2.7 
easily. 1 will be in Tuscaloosa in June and 
begin taking summer classes.” 

Sharrief, 5-9, 205, who had originally 
committed to Auburn, was timed at 11,1 in 
the 100-meter dash this spring. As for his 
grades, he said, “Everything is straight. 
There are no worries at all, After combining 
my scores (sections) on the ACT, I have 
good enough test score. My GPA is good. | 
plan to be in Tuscaloosa in June to begin 
classes.” 


uarterback John Parker Wilson, 6-1, 

217, Hoover; offensive lineman Drew 

Davis, 6-6, 290, Evergreen; and de- 
fensi¥ back Lionel Mitchell, 6-2, 180, Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, were a part of the 2005 
signing class, and there is no concern about 
their academics, All three enrolled at 
Alabama in January, and participated in 
spring practice. Wilson and Davis were orig- 
inally signed in 2004 and grayshirted. 

Travis MeCall, 6-2, 264, from Prattville 
originally signed with the class of 2004. 
McCall had academic work to complete and 
returned to Prattville High School, “lam out 
of high school, and 1 have been working out 
every day,” he said. “The coaches have said 
they want me to play tight end. | am very 
happy with that decision. | have always 
played tight end, | am planning to enroll in 
either June or July.” 

Brandon Fanney and Lorenzo Washington, 
also originally 2004 signees, have spent the 
past year at Hargrave Military Academy. 
(Mitchell was also at Hargrave, but he had 
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not signed with any school out of high 
school.) 

Fanney, 6-5, 265, said, “The coaches ha 
said I will play defensive end, They said if 1 
come in and do what they ask, I will have a 
very good chance to play this year. 1 hope to 
be down there for the first summer session, 
My grades have to go through the NCAA 
Clearinghouse, and hopefully they will go 
through fast. | will be down there working- 
out as soon as I can.” Fanney hopes to wear 
number 98. 

‘| am going to come in and fight for a 
starting spot, id Washington, “Coach 
Randolph (Defensive Line Coach Paul 
Randolph) wants me to come in around 270 
pounds. I can drop or add weight. lt de- 
pends on where they want to put me. | can 
play either end or tackle. 1 am planning to 
wear number 97." 


‘ilson was not the only quarter- 
back signee by the Crimson Tide. 
The Tide reached into California 


for one of the nation’s most sought-after 
quarterbacks, and also slipped Mr. Football 
out of Mississippi 

Jimmy Barnes, 6 from Los 
Alamitos High School in California, is ready 
to get to the Alabama campus. As a senior, 
Barnes was 143-for-205 passing for 1,956 
yards, 30 touchdowns and just four inter- 
ceptions. He plans to enroll in July, and is on 
track to qualify with a 2.5 GPA, and a 1000 
SAT. 

Jimmy Johns, 6-3, 228, from Brookhaven, 
Mississippi, was one of the biggest surpri 
commitments of the 2005 signing class. As a 
senior he passed for 2,400 yards with 24 
touchdowns, and rushed for 1,400 yards 
with 20 touchdowns. He plans to enroll in 
July. Johns is on track to qualify with a 3.0 
GPA, and score of 22 on the ACT. 

Nick Kyles, 6-2,185, was one of the top re- 
ceivers in the state of Georgia after he 
caught 62 passes for 1,050 yards with 11 
touchdowns at Baldwin High School. Kyles 
said he still has to attain an acceptable stan- 
dardized test score, but has a 2.8 GPA. 

Desmond Jennings, 6-2. 185. from Pinson 
Valley, was one of the top performers in 
Alabama when he amassed 3,035 total yards 
with a total of +1 touchdowns. He was Mr. 
Football runner-up, and was named Class 
5A Back of the Year. Jennings is projected to 
begin his career in junior college. He plans 
to attend Itawamba Community College in 
Mississippi. Jennings knows his future 
plans, and said, “I will be back at Alabama 
no matter what. | will not open anything 
(recruiting) back up.” But there is a possibil- 
ity Jennings will be a high baseball draft 
choice, 

Charles Hoke, 6-7, 240, a tight end from 
Briarwood Christian in Birmingham, has a 
4.4 GPA (above the so-called perfect 4.0 be- 
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cause of advanced classes), and scored 31 on 
the ACT, He plans to enroll in June, 


ne of the biggest signees in the 2005 

signing class was Marlon Davis, 6-3, 

315, from Carver High School in 
Columbus, Georgia, Davis had an outstand- 
ing senior season, and graded out at 92 per 
cent with 89 pancake blocks. He’ even bet- 
ter than that in the classroom. Davis scored 
a 940 on the SAT, and maintains a 4.0 GPA. 
He plans (o arrive in Tuscaloosa in July. 

Perhaps the biggest sleeper prospect in the 
signing class is Michael Johnson, 6-6, 265, 
from Pine Forest High School, Pensacola, 
Florida. Johnson was chosen to play in the 
Cali-Florida Bowl game which consists of 
the best high school players in California 
and Florida, Johnson is on track to qualify 
with an excellent 3.8 GPA, and a score of 27 
on the ACT, He plans to enroll in July. 

Several colleges backed away from Cole 
Harvey, 6-3, 260, from Lincoln High School 
i Florida, because of his rela- 
tively small size. He will spend his first year 
as a grayshirl, re-signing in 2006. He said, “I 
am fine with it. It will give me a chance to 
get bigger and stronger.” Harvey reports a 
3.0 GPA, and a score of 20 on the ACT, 

Scott Deaton, 6-5, 285, from Oak Mountain 
High School, was one of the top lineman in 
the state, Deaton’s father played for Coach 
Paul Bryant at Bama in the 1970s, and Deaton 
is scheduled to attend Alabama on a Bryant 
Scholarship, which doesn't count against the 
limits of 25 initial scholarships in August or 
85 overall scholarships. He maintains a 3.3 
GPA, and has an ACT score of 20. 

Eyan Cardwell, 6-2, 300, from Brooks 
High School in Killen, was the first offensive 
line commitments for the 2005 class. 
Cardwell said the coaching staff has told 
him he is not a candidate for a grayshirt, He 
has an ACT score of 21 and a 3.0 GPA. He 
plans to enroll in July. 

“My grades are pretty good, but | am not 
fully qualified yet,” said Prince Hall from 
Moreno Valley, California. “I am taking the 
ACT and the SAT again. | need to score a 17 
on my ACT or an 820 on my SAT. There is 
no doubt in my mind, 1 will be in 
Tuscaloosa this fall, | plan to enroll in July. 
He (Coach Mike Shula) said they want me 
to play linebacker. The coaches have not 
talked to me about another position.” 


yron Walton, 6-4, 325, from Trinity 
Br Morgan, said coaches have told 

him to expect to play on the defensive 
line (probably at tackle) as a freshman. He 
said he would move to Tuscaloosa in June 
and enroll in July. Walton, who hopes to 
wear number 77, said he had a 3.5 GPA and 
18 ACT score. 

Baron Huber, 6-4, 232, from Powell High 
School on the outskirts of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, was the first defensive player to 
commit to Bama last year. He is expected to 
be a middle linebacker and hopes to partici- 
pate on special teams. He said, “Il am going 
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Andy Davis 


to be in Tuscaloosa for the second summer 
session. Lam working-out four times a week 
with a personal trainer. | hope to stay under 
235 pounds, I scored a 20 on the ACT, and 1 
have a 3.3 GPA.” 

Zach Schreiber, from Evangel Christian in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, was named Defensive 
Player of the Year, after he set the state 
record with 26 sacl nd helped his team 
win the state championship. Schreiber’s fa- 
ther played for the Texas Longhorns. 
Schreiber was on the fast track in high 
school and said, “I was able to graduate high 
school back in December. Tam now living in 
Atlanta with my dad. | am working-out 
every day.” He is 6-1, 225 and said he would 
like to report at 230-235. Shula has said he 
will begin play as a rush end. Schreiber will 
enroll for the second semester of summer 
school at Alabama. 

Defensive end Antonio Forbes, 6-+, 270, 
has been “working out every day,” and also 
has been giving some thought to the number 
he will wear at Alabama. He said, “I told 
number 99 (returning starting defensive 
tackle Jeremy Clark) that 1 wanted his num- 
ber. He told me to come and get it, IPT can't 
get that number, then | would like to wear 
number 88, That was the number of my 
high school coach, George Pugh, when he 
played tight end at Alabama,” Forbes said 
his grades are good with a 3.0 GPA and 820 
SAT. He will enter Alabama in July. 

Academics certainly played a role in 
Alabama landing defensive end Brandon 
Deaderick, a four star defensive lineman 
from Elizabethtown, Kentucky, Deaderick, 
6-4, 260, selected The University in great 
part because of the outstanding College of 
Communication, He plans to major in 
broadcasting, He will enter Alabama in July: 
He said he has a 2,6 GPA and 20 ACT score. 
He said he would like to wear number 52. 

It went down to the wire for defensive end 
Bobby Greenwood from Prattville. The 6-6, 
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235-pound 6A Lineman of the Year did not 
commit to the Tide until the day before 
Signing Day. He said he will be in Tuscaloosa 
to begin taking classes in July. 


hris Rogers, 6-0, 185, from Evangel 

Christian, in Lakeland, Florida, set 

the Pope County career interceptions 
record with 22. Rogers scored a 960 on the 
SAT, and maintains a 3.6 GPA, Rogers plans 
to play cornerback, and will arrive in 
Tuscaloosa in June. 

Sam Burnthall, 6-3, 195, from Decatur, had 
been an academic concern, but Burnthall 
said, “The admissions office at Alabama sent 
a letter letting me know I got accepted. My 
grades are good. The coaches have talked to 
me about grayshirting. They said either that 
or L would come in right away.” 

Cory Reamer, 6-4, 202, from Hoover, 
helped lead his team to another state cham- 
pionship, and was named MVP after he 
blocked two punts and recorded one inter- 
ception. A prep linebacker, he expects to 
start his Bama career at safety. He scored a 
25 on the ACT, and maintains a 3.8 GPA. He 
plans to enroll in July. 

Michael Ricks, 6-2, 189, from R.A. 
Hubbard, proved to be one of the top defen- 
sive backs in the state, as he recorded 13 
terceptions. It is uncertain when Ricks will 
enroll at Alabama. He said, “I took the ACT 
April 9. L will know when I get the test score 
if 1 qualily.” Ricks is planning to begin his 
career at cornerback. 

Chris Keys, 6-2, 210, from North Jackson 
High School in Stevenson, alter transferring 
from Port Barre, Louisiana, was ruled ineli- 
gible for his senior season. He was a super 
star his junior season, and he is expecting to 
make a huge splash once he arrives on cam- 
pus. He plans to report in June. He has a 3.1 
GPA, and a score of 19 on the ACT. 

Travis Sikes, 6-4, 195, from Christ 
Presbyterian in Nashville, Tennessee, was a 
sleeper throughout the entire recruiting 
year. As a receiver, he had 52 receptions for 
957 yards and 13 touchdowns in his senior 
year. He plans to begin his career at free 
safety. Sikes has an ACT score of 25, and 
maintains a 3,1 GPA, Sikes is expected to 
grayshirt, 

Walk-on prospects must meet the same 
academic standards as scholarshipped play- 
ers in order to be eligible to participate. 
Andrew Friedman is a kicker from UMS- 
Wright, in Mobile who has announced that 
he will walk on in the fall. He has an ACT 
score of 25 and 1160 SAT score. He plans to 
enroll in July. 

PJ. Fitzgerald, 6-0, 185, a punter from 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Florida, will walk on. He is rated the num- 
ber two punter in the nation by Scout.com, 

Fitzgerald said Tide Special Teams Coach 
Dave Ungerer told him he would have an op- 
portunity to compete for the job left vacant 
by the graduation of Bo Freelend. Fitzgerald 
will begin classes at Alabama in July. He has 
an SAT score of 1070, and a 3.9 GPA. 
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Where Are They Now? 


Kendrick Continues To Compete 


by Erik Stinnett 


After All-America football 
career, Kermit Kendrick 
now battles in courtroom 


ack when the college football world 
Be: marveling at one of Alabama's 

greatest players of all time, Bobby 
Humphrey was marveling at someone 
else-his roommate, Kermit Kendrick. Two 
decades later and it's clear that Humphrey 
knew something. 

Kendrick, an All-America defensive back 
for Alabama in 1988, has been as successful 
olf the playing field as he was on it. After 
serving as an assistant athletics director for 
Alabama in the mid-1990s, Kendrick, 37, 
joined the Birmingham law firm of Burr and 
Forman five years ago. He and his wile 
Tanya, his high school sweetheart, have two 
sons, Houston, 9, and Isaiah, 5 

Kendrick said he hopes to retire as a 


lawyer, but for now he is enjoying it. He said 
“T work in litigation, and its very competi- 
tive. The type of work I'm doing really fits 
my personality. Its not quite the highs I used 
to get on Saturday afiernoons at Bryant- 
Denny Stadium, but when you win a case, 
the highs are still very good. Getting into the 
law profession was one of the best decisions | 
ever made. 

Most All-America college football players 
don't end up being attorneys, but, Kendrick 
was never the average All-America college 
football player. No one knew that better than 
Humphrey, Kendrick’s roommate for three 
years at Alabama. 

“Kermit was the perfect, all-around stu- 
dent-athlete,” Humphrey said. “He was one 
of those guys who could handle a heavy 
course load and still maintain a high level of 
intensity out on the field. He was very educa- 
tion-driven because his dad was a school 
principal. 

“Even though | was a good athlete, 1 idol- 
ized him because of his good study habits. 
Just seeing him and being around him 
helped me with my study habits. He helped 
me understand the importance of education. 
In fact, [ had been saying for a long time that 
1 wanted to go back to The University and 


The Question Is Not 
“Where Are You Now?” 


WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING TO BE? 


Historically, a number of our subscribers change addresses at the be- 
ginning of summer. The next issue of ‘BAMA, the August issue, will be 
mailed in late July. If you are going to have an address change, please 
let us know so you do not miss an issue. We cannot guarantee that we 
will be able to replace missed issues of "BAMA when we have not been| 
notified of a change of address. The Post Office provides special post! 
cards for address change, or you can send us your old and new ad- 
dresses to RO. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
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finish my degree, and he was the one who 
pulled the trigger on that and got me to go 
back while he was working there.” 

Kendrick and Humphrey continue in close 
contact, thanks in large part to their sons 
playing on the same youth basketball team. 
For Kendrick, the joys of fatherhood, includ- 
ing watching his son play ball, are tough to 
beat. 


enjoy being a dad,” he said. “It's never 
the same day twice.” 

When Kendrick is able to find a spare hour 
or two in between working a case and spend- 
ing quality time with his wife and kids, hes 
likely to be enjoying one of his two favorite 
hobbies-reading American history biogra 
phies and playing golf. There’s a third hobby 
he hasn't been able to realize yet, but he’s 
keeping it in the back of his mind. 

“One day 1 wouldn't mind being a sports 
talk radio guy,” he said. “I still love sports. 1 
would love to do my own show-not as a full- 
time profession but just as a hobby. There are 
a couple of old teammates 1 could get to host 
the show with me, guys like John Cassimus 
or Freddie Robinson. I think I'd be good 
with Greg Gilbert, too. We'd make a good 
tandem on the radio.” 

Of course, topic Number One on such a 
program would be Alabama football. With 
his playing days and administrator days at 
The University behind him, Kendrick classi- 
fies himself simply as a huge Crimson Tide 
fan now, He's a member of the Red Elephant 
Club in Birmingham, attends games, and oc- 
casionally gets the opportunity to hear 
Coach Mike Shula speak. He has some opin- 
ions. 

Kendrick, who played with Shula for two 
years at Alabama, said it was obvious back 
then the cool-headed quarterback was head 
coach material 

“He was a guy we all knew was extremely 
smart,” Kendrick said, “His football 1Q is off 
the charts, and it was off the charts back 
then, too. He took over the program a couple 
of years ago at one of its lowest ebbs ever, 
and then you throw in the bad injury lack 
from last season, T think he’s done a super 
job all things considering. In fact, | think its 
just a matter of time before Alabama starts 
winning at a high level every season again 
I'm already predicting we're going to win at 
least eight games next year. The one thing 
Coach Shula needs to do is win a close game 
against a quality opponent, and | think this 
will be the year he does that.” 


labama did plenty of winning during 
Kendrick’s playing days from 1985- 
88. Although the Tide never won an 
SEC championship in any of those four sea- 
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sons, it did log 35 victories during that span, 
including memorable triumphs over Auburn 
in 1985, Notre Dame in 1986 and Penn State 
in both 1987 and 1988. 

“Beating good teams with good coaches and 
good tradition is one of the reasons you come 
to Alabama,” Kendrick said. 

It was Kendrick, in fact, who sealed the road 
win over Penn State in ‘87. 

“We were ahead and they were driving late 
in the game when they threw a swing pass to 
the fullback,” Kendrick said. “I was fortunate 
enough to be in the right place and tackled 
the guy. When I tackled him, | stripped the 
ball and recovered the fumble. That basically 
closed out the game as we were able to run 
out the clock.” 

Just having the opportunity to play at 
Alabama was special for Kendrick. Since he 
was six-years-old growing up in nearby 
Meridian, Mississippi, Kendrick dreamed of 
wearing the crimson and white. 

“L remember thinking as a kid, ‘How could 
something so good be so close?” he said. 

Once he came to Alabama, Kendrick said he 
was committed to doing whatever it took to 
make it onto the field. He played free safety 
his first three seasons before making the 
switch to cornerback his senior year because 
of a season-ending injury to Gene Jelks. 

“It was a challenge to play cornerback, but 
it was one of those things you did for the 
team,” he said. 


ven more than the actual memories of 
Be==: what Kendrick recalls most 

about his days at Alabama were the life 
lessons he gained. Many of the lessons he was 
first taught by his parents, but hearing them 
again at Alabama helped them sink in better, 
he said. 

“Lremember Coach Rick Smith telling us to 
learn the fundamentals, be aggressive, con- 
centrate, and have a winning attitude,” 
Kendrick said. “I tell that to my kids today. 
Coach Sylvester Croom would talk to us 
about the importance of education and being 
responsible enough to take care of what you 
need to take care of and also contribute to so- 
ciety. Coach Larry New would always tell us 
to keep playing and that something good 
would eventually happen, and that principle 
is a big part of my life today.” 

Once his career at Alabama was over, the 
talented and wiser Kendrick attempted a ca- 
reer in the NFL. He joined the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers as a free agent but was cut before 
the season started. He returned to Alabama 
after that and finished his degree and then 
went to work for Merrill Lynch in his home- 
town of Meridian before being transferred to 
Birmingham in 1991. He left Merrill Lynch in 
1993 to become an assistant athletics director 
at Alabama from 1993 to 1997. 

The job at the University proved to be an 
eye-opening experience for him. 

“I learned to have a better appreciation of 
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A two-time All-Southeastern Conference selection, Kermit Kendrick was an All-America defensive 
back as a senior in 1988, He had career marks of 156 tackles and 14 interceptions. He turned in six in- 
terceptions as a senior, He was selected to the 1980 Tide “Team of the Decade” by readers of "Bama 


MAGAZINE. 


the other Alabama sports,” he said. “When 1 
played football, I didn't really have a sense of 
what was going on with the other sports. In 
terms of athletics, I just had football on my 
mind. That changed when I was an assistant 
athletics director. It was fun for me to be 
around the other sports.” 

Kendrick started law school in 1997, gradu- 
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ated in 2000 and soon after joined Burr and 
Forman, L.L.P, in Birmingham. 

Humphrey isn't surprised at the success or 
satisfaction of his former teammate, 

“IL haven't seen him in the courtroom, but 
Kermit is a perfectionist,” Humphrey said. 
“Whatever he does, he puts 110 per cent into 
it, He just doesn't settle for anything less.” 


ar 


SCORECARD 


Tide Tumbles Well 

Junior Ashley Miles turned in back to back 
“10” scores to lead Alabama to second place in 
the NCAA Gymnastics championships and 
freshman Terin Humphrey, a double Olympic 
Silver medalist in Athens, won the NCAA 
Uneven Bars title with a 9.9375. 

Bama used a fierce rally to finish as runn 
up to Georgia in the team championships. 
Afier three rotations Coach Sarah Patterson's 
team was in fourth place, but moved up to sec- 
ond with a 197.400 score, the Crimson Tide’: 
best score of the year. After a strong perfor- 
mance on bars (49.325), a pedestrian balance 
beam performance (48.85) took Alabama out 
of championship competition early. But Bama, 
behind Miles’ perfect routines, showed cham- 
pionship effort in turning in the meet’s best 
scores on both floor exercise (49.6)and floor 
exercise (49.625). 

It was the Tide's sixth second place finish 
and 10th top-two effort over the past 23 
NCAA appearances. 

Georgia won the team title with a 197.825 
while Utah was third with a 197,275. Two- 
time defending champion UCLAS 197.150 gar- 
nered fourth while Michigan, 19.575, and 
Nebraska, 196,425, rounded out the Super Six. 

The Tide's seniors, Shannon Hrozek, Alexis 
Brion and Michelle Reeser, All-Americas all, 
have now finished first, second twice, and 
third at the NCAA Championships. 

Humphrey finished fifth on both the balance 
beam, 9.8625, and floor exercise, 9.875. She 
was joined in indiyidual finals by Miles and 
Dana Filetti. Both Humphrey and Miles com- 
peted 11 times over the course of the champi- 
onship’ three days. 

For Miles, there was no doubt that she gave 
everything she had. Over the course of the 
championships, Miles scored 9.9 or better 
seven times, including two 10.0s and a 9.975. 

The 2004 floor exercise champion, set the 
bar high as the event's fourth competitor, scor- 
ing a near [lawless 9.975. Miles has now fin- 
ished in the top three on the floor exercise all 
three years ol her career. 

And while she didn't defend her 2003 and 
2004 vault titles, Miles did post a top-5 finish, 
taking fourth with a 9.85, Miles was seventh 
on the uneven bars with a 9.85 while Filetti 
was 10th with a 9. 

Miles, who finished third in Thursday nights 
all-around competition, earned first team All- 
America in the all-around, vault, uneven bars 
and floor exercise. She now has nine first team 
honors for her career, putting her seventh all- 
time for the Tide with another year to go. 
Humphrey earned first team on the beam, bars 
and floor. She also earned second team in the 
all-around. Filetti was first team on the un- 
even bars. 

Seniors Hrozek and Reeser both earned sec- 
ond team All-America on the balance beam. 


Facilities Update 

The University completed a major phase of 
bidding on the Bryant-Denny Stadium expan- 
sion in April and the structure is expected to 
begin rising out of the ground of the north end 
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zone over the course of the summer. 

“Columns should be seen by the start of the 
football season and pre-cast for the club seats 
should be in by the end of the season,” 
Director of Capital Projects Thad Turnipseed 
said. 

B.L. Harbert International of Birmingham re- 
ceived the $14.6 million bid for the structure 
package. 

Plans for a canopy over part of the seating in 
the north end zone were dropped alter the bid 
for that part of the project was $300,000 over 
budget. Turnipseed said the canopy was an op- 
tion that had been debated from the begin- 
ning, and that Davis Architects recommended 
against it. Bids will be let later for about 40 per 
cent of the stadium project, including electri- 
cal and mechanical as well as finishes such as 
carpet, paint and dry wall. 

The stadium project, which will increase ca~ 
pacity to over 90,000, is to be completed in 
time for the 2006 football opener against 
Hawaii. 

Progress on Coleman Coliseum has picked 
up. Construction crews were allowed inside 
the arena once gymnastics regionals were com- 
pleted April 9. There is no public entry into 
the coliseum, except for the back part contain- 
ing offices and two practice gyms for volley- 
ball, basketball and gymnastics. This part of 
the building was added in the late 1990s. 

Seats from the coliseum haye been removed 
and entry onto the floor is not allowed, Some 
150 seats were sold for $50 each to collectors, 
and the rest were scrapped. All new seats will 
be installed. A couple hundred seats at the top 
of the east end will be lost to a new club level 
facility. 

The entrance and the flagpole have been re- 
moved and the dirt surrounding the area 
fenced off. Expanded entrances on the east 
and west sides of the building are also taking 
shape, The project of enlarged concourse and 
new olfices for coaches, the ticket office and 
Tide Pride, is to be completed in November. 

Following 18 months of interior redesigning, 
Bryant Hall-the former athletic dorm—has 
been transformed into the Paul W. Bryant 
Academic Center. The state-of-the-art academ- 
ic facility covers 32,300 square feet and fea- 
tures some of the most modern technology to 
benefit all Crimson Tide student-athletes. 

The building was formally dedicated during 
ceremonies on April 22. The Bryant Academic 
Center will serve as not only a full-service aca- 
demic [acility but also as the home for the stall 
of the Center for Athletic Student Services 
(CASS) and the Champs Lifeskills program. 

The renovation project at Bryant Hall was 
completed for $10.3 million. 

The Bryant Hall Academic center was the lat- 
est project to come on line in the current 
major facilities upgrade. Other projects that 
have benefited from the Crimson Tradition 
Fund-raising campaign include new tennis, 
golf and soccer facilities, equipment storage 
building, power hub and wack entrance and 
the football complex expansion with a new 
weigh! room, training area and office space. 
Palmer Retires 
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Betty Buck Palmer, the longest-serving 
women’s golf coach in Alabama history, retired 
at the end of this season. In 17 years as head 
coach she led Bama to a number of on- and 
olf-the-course successes, including eight team 
tournament titles and seven appearances in 
NCAA Regional Tournaments. 

“Lam very proud to haye worked at The 
University of Alabama,” said Palmer, a native 
of Tuscaloosa and 1982 graduate of Alabama, 
where she was a star player. “I have loved this 
job and poured my heart and soul into it for 
the past 17 years. During my tenure | have 
seen not only success with the women’s golf 
program, but also tremendous accomplish- 
ments for Alabama Athletics as a whole. 

“We have enjoyed some huge successes on 
the course including eight tournament titles 
and a pair of runner-up finishes at the SEC 
Championships. However, I'm equally as 
proud of the successes our program has had 
off the course in developing student-athletes 
into effective people in society. We have pro- 
duced doctors, lawyers, professionals ina vari 
ety of business ventures, engineers, profession- 
al golfers, teachers and plenty of wonderful 
homemakers.” added Palmer, a letter-winning 
golfer at The Capstone from 1979-82. 

She added, “I love The University of 
Alabama and will certainly miss being a part of 
all the Crimson Tide excitement. | want to 
thank Coach Mal Moore and the rest of the 
Alabama athletics family as well as the Tide 
fans for their years of support. 1 have had a 
blast and consider myself an extremely blessed 
coach to have been here.” 

In addition to the tournament victories and 
postseason trips, Palmers tenure included the 
development of several individual standouts 
including current LPGA performer Leslie 
Spalding. Palmer has produced a trio of All- 
America performers and 11 All-SEC hon- 
orees. She also guided a pair of players to in- 
dividual appearances in the NCAA Champ- 
fonship Tournament and another to an NCAA 
Regional individual qualifier spot. 

In the classroom, Palmer’ pupils haye real- 
ly shined amassing 34 National Golf Coaches 
Association Academic All-America honors, 
She also had 87 student-athletes garner 
Academic AII-SEC. Four of her players 
earned the Bryant Scholar-Athlete award at 
Alabama with five linksters gaining UA Top 
Six Scholar Athlete distinctions. Last season, 
Darby Sligh was named the inaugural winner 
of the SEC Scholar-Athlete of the Year award 
for women’ golf. 

Named the SEC Coach of the Year in 1993, 
Palmer served on the NCAA Women’s Golf 
Committee from 1995-98 including a stint as 
the chairperson in 1997-98, She also coached 
the United State's Women’s Golf team in the 
summer of 1998 at the US-Fuji Xerox Col- 
legiate Team matches in Japan. 

In her retirement, Palmer heads to Jackson- 
ville with husband David and 12-year-old 
daughter Katie, David, a Ph.D graduate in 
Marketing from The Capstone in 2002, has re- 
cently accepted a position at Jacksonville State 
University as an Assistant Professor of 
Marketing in the JSU College of Business 


Basketball Awards 

Freshman starting point guard Ronald Siecle 
was the big winner as Alabama's 2005 men's 
basketball team had its annual award ceremo- 
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ny. The Birmingham native won three awards 
for leading the team in “Highest Free Throw 
Percentage” (81,3 per cent), “Mighest Assists 
Average” (5.0), and “Most Steals” (36). Jean 
Felix, Chuck Davis and Jermareo Davidson 
were double award winners. Jean Felix won 
the “Guy Lee Turner Defensive Award” as the 
hardest working man on defense and the 
“Highest 3-Point Field Goal Percentage" 
award (45.3 per cent). Chuck Davis, who 
will graduate in August after just three years 
of school, was honored with the “Hayden 
Riley Scholarship” award as well as the 
“Most Blocked Shots” award (62). Davidson 
won the “Jerry Harper Rebounding” award 
for leading the team with his 7.9 rebounds 
per game and the “Highest Field Goal Per 
centage” award (57.7 per cent) 

Other winners included Evan Brock who 
brought home the “Hustle” award for his ef- 
fort on the court day in and day out; Kennedy 
Winston who won the “Highest Scoring 
Average” award (17.9); and Lucky Williams 
who won the “Robert ‘Rah-Rah’ Scout 
Christian Leader” award. 

The team also honored its senior players, 
Earnest Shelton, Jason Reese and Lucky 
Williams as well as senior head manager 
Brian Pounders. Shelton missed the event in 
order to participate in the Portsmouth 
Invitational, a basketball competition for se~ 
niors atlempting to attract the attention of 
pro scouts. 

Most believe the event was the last official 
college basketball appearance by Winston, 
who has ken steps to make himself eligible 
for the NBA draft. The All-Southeastern 
Conlerence performer is not projected as a 
high draft choice. 

Alabama won the SECs Western Division 
and made its fourth-straight NCAA lourna- 
ment appearance despite a schedule that in- 
cluded playing eight teams that made the 
2005 NCAA tournament field and two more, 
including the eventual champion, who played 
in the 2005 NIT tournament. It was only the 
second time in school history Alabama won 
the SEC Western Division, the first coming 
when Mark Goufried’s 2002 team won the di- 
vision and the SEC regular season champi- 
onships. Alabama, which finished 24-8, was 
ranked among the nation’s Top 25 [rom pre- 
season to season's end and finished 21st in 
the final Associated Press rankings, the first 
time it had been ranked from start to finish 
since the 2002 season and only the ninth 
time in school history, dating to 1955 when 
Alabama first broke into the AP rankings. 

“Im really proud of this group, especially 
our seniors,” said Gottlried who has guided 
the Crimson Tide to postseason play in six of 
the seven seasons he's been at Alabama, in- 
cluding these four straight NCAA trips. “For 
those seniors to be a part of four straight 
NCAA tournaments is quite an aceomplish- 
ment. Over their career, they averaged 22 
wins a season, and the accolades could go on 
and on about what all this class has accom- 
plished during their careers here. Although 
our season ended sooner than we'd like, 1 still 
believe it was a terrific year and a year to 
build on for the future. 


Bivins Drafted 
Alabama women’s basketball standout 
Monique Bivins was selected 37th overall by 
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the Minnesota Lynx in the ninth annual 
Women’s National Basketball Association 
(WNBA) draft. 

Bivins, a senior from Alabaster, became just 
the sixth former Crimson Tide player to be 
drafted by a WNBA squad when her name 
was called as the 11th pick of the third 
round. A two-time All-SEC second team se- 
lection, Bivins was Bama’s leading scorer in 
cach of the past two seasons. 

Lynx Head Coach Suzie McConnell Serio 
said Bivins’ quickness and three-point shoot- 
ing range made her attractive. McConnell 
said, “She's kind of a sleeper. Monique is 
someone who's been a go-to player and a 
scorer for Alabama in her career, so its some- 
thing that shes very comfortable with. But 
she's someone who can shoot the three-a lit- 
le step-back three-and take players off the 
dribble. She's a slasher and just really the total 
package from the perimeter. 

A three-year starter for the Tide, Bivins con- 
cluded her collegiate career having played in 
all 116 games. She averaged 10.1 points per 
game over her four years and became the 
20th player in UA history to surpass 1,000 
points in her career. An outstanding shooter, 
Bivins finished her career ranked fifth all- 
time at Alabama for three-pointers made 


Softball Statistics 

As Alabama’s ninth-ranked womens softball 
team got a rare weekend off following a 
sweep of South Carolina in Columbia, Tide 
atistician John Hayden took a look at where 
is year’s Crimson Tide stands and the re- 


thi 
sults were impressive 

Bama has a 48-9 overall record and was 
well in front in the SEC Western Division 
with a 19-5 league mark. Alabama and 
Georgia were the only SEC teams to have 
qualified for the SEC Tournament. 


Alter starting out the season rather slow of- 
fensively, the Tide has picked up the pieces 
and put them back together and is currently 
hitting .304 as a team, the third highest bat- 
ting average in school history. Known for its 
propensity to hit the long ball, this year is no 
different as the team is right in the middle of 
where it usually is in April for home runs. 
However, the team’s production in triples is 
up this year raising ils overall slugging per- 
centage to 472, the third highest in school 
history. 

The team’ on-base percentage is currently 
at an all-time high (.304) as is its stolen-base 
percentage (.850). 

“Offensively, we have sa many weapons 
that an opponent cant zero in on one person 
and stop us,” said Alabama head coach 
Patrick Murphy, 

In the circle and on the defensive side of 
the ball, the numbers are just as impressive, 
The pitching stafl’s ERA of 1.50 is the second 
lowest in school history while the opponent 
batting average (199) is the lowest ever, The 
Tide pitching staff turns in 8.44 strikeouts 
per game; the most of any previous Tide stalf 
and its [1 saves is the most the team has ever 
recorded. The trio of pitchers is 34 strikeouts 
away from recording the most in a season in 
school history. 

“Lcan count on one hand the number of 
poor starting pitching performances we have 
had and that has made the difference between 
this year’s team and last year.” 
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When the ball is put into play, the Crimson 
Tide has its number one all-time defense 
there to make the play posting a program best 
.971 fielding percentage. 

Bama is going for its third appearance in si 
years in the Women’s College World Series. 


Tennis Honors 

The SEC is the nation’s strongest tennis 
conference, and it was really tough for Coach 
Billy Pate’s Crimson Tide men’s team this 
year. Bama went to the last dual meet of the 
year without a victory against a conference 
team. But when that win finally came, it was 
a sweet one. Alabama upset Auburn in 
Auburn, 6-1 

‘Two Tiders, Luigi D'Agord and Joseph Jung, 
were named second team All-SEC by the 
league coaches. 

D'Agord posted a 26-18 record with two 
wins over nationally ranked opponents. 
D’Agord was twice named SEC Athlete of the 
Weel and on January 31 he became the first 
player in SEC history to be named SEC 
Athlete of the Week in his first week of eligi- 
bility for the award. D’Agord’s 26 wins rank 
cighth all-time on Alabama's single-season 
wins list, 

Jung finished the regular season on an 
eight-match winning streak to up his record 
to 22-12 overall, 7-4 in the SEC. He became 
the third player in Alabama history to record 
back-to-back 20-win seasons. He led the team 
with three wins over nationally ranked oppo- 
nents. 


‘Track Signee 

The Alabama men’s track and field team has 
signed Patrick Wells of Spain Park High 
School in Birmingham. Wells won the 2003 
indoor and 2004 outdoor state champi- 
onships in pole yault en route to being 
named Team MVP both years, He also earned 
all-state status in 2002, 2003 and 2004. A re- 
cipient of the Bob Finley Character Recogn 
tion Award in 2005, Wells is also a 2004 all- 
metro basketball player and was team captain 
from 2003-2005. 


We Have A Winner 

The College of Communications and 
Information Sciences at The University of 
Alabama has selected Robert D, “Dan” Sellers 
of Abbeville as recipient of the inaugural Jay 
Lisby Memorial Scholarship. 

Sellers is a senior at Abbeville Christian 
Academy. He was also selected for Tutwiler 
and Wilfred Galbraith scholarships who plans 
to major in journalism: 

Jay Lisby was associate editor of BAMA MAG 
Azine. He died last summer. Magazine sub- 
scribers and members of the BamaMag.com 
internet site, which was overseen by Jay, do- 
nated over $30,000 to endow the scholarship 
in his name. 

Donations are tax deductible and can be 
made in a variety of ways: by writing a check 
(made payable to UA and for Lisby 
Scholarship) and sent to University of 
Alabama, College of Communication, Box 
870172, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487; by credit card 
(mastercard and visa), by contacting Sheila 
Davis in the College of Communication 
(Sdavis@ccom.ua.edu, [205] 348-4787), or 
online www.ccom.ua/edu/dean/develop- 
ment/Bonnic 
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2005 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


: 5 ; 
Baseball Softball Men’s Tennis Women’s Tennis 
Date Opponent cT Date Opponent cr Date/ Opponent Time/ Date/ Opponent Time/ 
1 @ Hawaii 4 Bama Bash UA Opp UA Opp 
9:2 @ Hawaii (2) 53 8 Alabama-Bham o 6 Bham-Southern U 6 Denver 1 
3 @ Hawaii 2 4 Evansville o 6 Central Florida 1 2 @ Michigan 5 
7 NC-Asheville 2 8 Georgia Southern 4 > Fu 2 4 @ West Michigan 3 
= eotgia Sauthe 5 2 2 @ Florida State 5 
&10 NCAsheville (2). 0-4 6 Georgia Southern 0 2 al 
4 @iueeethe oy 2 Alabama-Bham 1 a 3 3 @ Georgia Tech 4 
1 @Alsbama-Bham = 7 1 @ Virginia 6 4+ Rice 3 
13 Duquesne 3 restérn St (2) 1ed 5 @ William & Mary 2 2 Miami 5 
6 Duquesne 1 priBiestirn Si 22:0-3 1 @M 6 6 Murray State 1 
4 Duquesne 1 perch Trarittonl 3 Ohio State 4 2 @ Georgia 5 
8 Samford 4 2 Oklahoms 9 1 Georgia 6 4 Tennessee 3 
WMeNFexe Sate 0 © Houston + 1 @ Tennessee 6 2 @ Mississippi 5 
phe Necasls } 5 Sami Houston Sv 2 2 Mississippi 5 1 @Mississippi State 6 
Ss Mebleass Stare ; 5 Houston 3: 2 Mississippi 5 4 Harvard 2 
2x, Motlerse tate f Feb 13, Sam Houston St rainout 6 North Carolina L 3 @south Carolina + 
8 Bham-Southern 3 Crimson Classic + Southern Miss 3 0 @ Florida 7 
4 Miami (Ohio) 5 7 Maryland ° 1 South Carolina 6 1 Vanderbilt 6 
8 Miami (Ohio) 7 11. Penn State 2 1 Florida 6 2 Kentucky 5 
10. Miami (Ohio) u I Missouri 6 2 @ Vanderbilt 5 & Arkansas I 
6 Butler 2 3 Penn State 2 d Eee bi 3 UO sa sf 
5 3 rkansas South Alabama 
Ae abet : oma ? 2 @1sU 5 5 Auburn 2 
Ae, Mena : 5 @Troy i 6 Sfard 1 EC Champlonships © Tuscaloosa 
= . lassic © Alabama-Bham 2 Mississippi 
3 Jacksonville Su 3 Regie te Calan, me 6 @ Auburn 1 May 13- NCAA Regional 
0 @ Vanderbilt 1 Stet ete hadi F SEC Championships @ Athens. May 15 @TBA 
3 @ Vanderbilt (13 inn.) + 2° Soda Avant 2 Tennessee 4 May 19- NCAA Championships 
10 @ Vanderbilt 8 4 Creighton 6 May 13- NCAA Regional May 28 @ Athens, Ga 
4 @Southern Miss 7 §, Tash Farelnts g May 15 @ TBA 
4050 0 Hawaii Wahine Classic May 20- NCAA Championships 
arr ti 9 Delaware State 0 June 2 @ College Station, Texas 
es 2 Portland State 1 
STU, + 10 Mount St, Marys I 
April 6. SE Louisiana ppd rain 2 California 3 
3 @ Mississippi A 3 Hawaii 1 
@ Mississippi 
io, S Meseaes se 4 Hawaii 3 Men's Outdoor Track Women’s Golf 
8 relents . Qs Galileprila 4 Date Event Finish Date Event Finish 
ae iad Dy Mar 17- Alabama Relays Feb 20- Miami Invitational 
8. @ Florida 9 37 Mar 20 @ Tuscaloosa Ist Feb 22 @ Don Shula Resort] 1 of 12 
+ @ Florida (Fox) 7 see I Mar 25- @ Stanford Open Mar 12- Lady Gamecoc! 
9 @ Florida 6 9-9 MTSU (2) 4-2 Mar 26 Mar 14 @ Blythewood, 5C12 of 12 
12 Miss Valley State 6 16 Samford 4 April 9 @ Clemson Invitational Mar 18- LSU Invitational 
€ South Carole 4 10-6 Kentucky (e)) 1 April 16, Sun Angel @ Tempe Mar 20 @ Balon Rouge 14 of 16 
10: South Carolina (Fo: 5. Kentucky April 23 @) jppi Open ar urphey Classic 
Sea Care id ee 2 Auburn 4 April 28- Drake Relays Mar27 @Athens, Ga, 17 of 18 
Avatar! Soudhalttame | 2250 6-4 Auburn (2) 43 April 30 @ Des Moines Apr 15- SEC Championships 
TBE tee SO HEn Alea i 6 @LSU ° May 7 Jesse Owens Classic Apr 17 @ Tunica, Miss, 10 of 12 
Apa Geer B30 13-7 @LSU(2) o- @ Columbus, Ohio May 5- NCAA Regional 
April 30, Georgia 4:00 5-4 @ Florida (2) 3-6 May 12- SEC Championships May 7 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
May 1 Georgia 2:00 Sor May 15. @ Nashville May 18- NCAA Championships 
May4 Alabama-Bham 6:30 ve hee or te May 27- NCAA Regional May 21 @ Corvallis, Oregon 
@ Miss State Se ate tere - May 28 @ Bloomington, Ind, 
State 2 tan i June 8- NCAA Championships 
“a , Belmont june 11 @ Sacramento, Calif 
@ Miss State @ Huntsville 6:30 J 


Arkans: 


Men's Golf 


Arkansas Mississippi 1 Date Event Finish 
Arkansas 1 7 Bham-Southern 1 Women's Feb 20- Mercedes Benz 
@ Auburn 11-7 @So Carolina (2) 0-1 Feb 21 @ Jacksonville, Fla. 2 of 17 
@ Auburn 9 @South Carolina 2 Outdoor Track : Feb 27- Puerto Rico Classie 
@ Auburn 1:00 April 26 @B’ham-Southern 7:00 ee Fe i Finish waa? Ost Just ents 
E e eorgi. 00 b = Alabama Relays lar [1- Conrad Rehling Invite 
- SEC Tournament mae Genie) ie Mar 20 @Tuscaloosa 2nd Mar 13 @ OF Colony Clab Lol 13 
(Hoover, Alabama) TBA May 1 @ Georgia 1:00 April @ Mis iv 1 or : 
‘ és Arkansas 6:30 epee @ Mississippi [nvitational Mar 27- Hootie at Bulls Bay 
NCAA Regional ‘Ark ys Lo April 13- Sea Ray Relays. Mar 29 @ Charleston 10 of 15 
(Campus Sites) TBA Nall Q) se April 14 @ Knoxville Apr 2- Augusta State Invite 
NCAA Super Regional @ Eipscomb 2:00 ‘April 23 @ LSU Alumni Gold Apr3 @ Augusta, Ga. 4 of 18 
June 13° (Campus Sites) TBA 2 ote TaN Drake Relays Apr 15. SEC Championships 
June 17- College World Series @ Gainesville @ Des Moines Apr 17 @Sea Island, Ga, 9 of 12 
June 27 Omaha, Nebraska TBA. e NEAMRepionay “TBA. SEC Championships May 19- NCAA Regional 
(Campus Sites) @ Nashville May 21 @ Sea Island, Ga 
Super Regionals TBA NCAA Regional May 31- NCAA Championships 
(Campus Sites) @ Bloomington, Ind June 3. @ Owings Mill, Md. 


CAA Championships 


June 2- College World Series TBA 
@ Sacramento, Calif 


June 8 @ Oklahoma City, Okla 
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Made of solid wood, these 30 “ A lush walnut finished rubber 
stools include swivel black leather wood surrounds the quartz Share some 
cushioned seats with the UA logo timepiece on this classy Deck Crimson Tide spirit throughout your 


noe embroidered on it. Clock. The logo is centered yard and neighborhood with this 
Includes decorative hobnails with under the timepiece. full-size helmet sprinkler that will This Tiff 
0 any styled Bama 
simple assembly required. 6"x4"x6.65” help your grass grow green just dea ane ail brighten 
like Bryant-Denny Stadium! your home or office with 


great Tiger spirit. These 
lamps stand 11" x 11"x 


a 
Welcome friends & family with this heavy- : Whether it's for a graduate’s first 
duty and distinguished collegiate door Trae Generate a Trophy (Catcn'or-hole-tn- job or for mom or dad's office, this 
; " ss one for the friends on your gift list. is a great way to display your cards| 

It's made from durable, all-natural coir fiber + Es ‘1 d ay 
ahd pressed black rubber, These figurines featuring great detail with great Bama spirit 
se . : stand 6 %" tall and will also look great 

in your home or office. 


Namath, Stabler & Starr 
» This tremendous collectible has been signed by three former . 
Bama QB's who not only had a profound impact in college, but in 
the NFL as well. Super Bowl winners, Bart Starr, Joe “Willie” RE 
Namath and Ken Stabler have all signed this full-sized Riddell 
replica helmet. It’s authenticity includes the Tristar hologram a 
that provides computer database signing information. Imagine iF CE OS 


how it will look in your home or office. 
that plays “Yea Alabama!” Great tool 


for “Child Development!” 


It’s Easy To Save $$! 
Orders > $50 earn a 10% discount! 
Orders > $100 earn a 15% discount! 


or mail your check to SFT, 741-B Harris St. Jackson, MS 39202 
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APPLIANCE COMPANY 
\Nechingy Raoes rinart our Appice Sere 
DOWNTOWN 
601 Graymont Ave. N. 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
205-324-1673 


PELHAM 
Pelham Promenade 
Pelham, AL 35124 
205-663-4444 


EASTWOOD 
Festival Center 
Birmingham, AL 35210 
205-599-6299 


ONLINE WEB STORE 


WWW.SANDSAPPLIANCE.COM 


AN IRRESISTIBLE AROMA INVITES ALL 
To THIS SANCTUARY For THE SENSES. 


HERE, STYLE anpD PERFORMANCE 
LIVE IN PERFECT HARMONY, 


AND EVERY MOMENT 


is WRAPPED IN BEAUTY. 


The perfect place for all things delicious. 
Inspired by the powers of KitchenAid. 


Welcome to the complete 
KitchenAid kitchen. 

From built-in refrigerators to 
dual fuel ranges and warming 
drawers, it's a total experience 
in power and precision. 

So every culinary dream is 
beautifully achieved in a 
kitchen designed to perfection. 
To learn more about these 
products and the entire 
KitchenAid” line, visit 
www.kitchenAid.com, 

or call 1.800.422.1230, 


